


Fascism
It is inherently challenging to offer German National Socialist ma-
terial for sale. As a category, it evokes strong emotional reactions. 
Most German World War II material on offer is propaganda that en-
dorses or glorifies the Third Reich. My intent here is the opposite: it 
is to offer items that expose the harsh realities of the times. This can 
only occur by avoiding propaganda and offering material that was 
not intended for a public audience. 

Provenance and privacy concerns are inevitable. It is frequently not 
clear how internal NSDAP (Nazi Party) documents made their way 
into the North American market. Please ask and I will answer prove-
nance questions to the best of my ability. Some photographs are re-
dacted, not because of censorship, but to address privacy concerns 
of psychiatric patients. I have excluded offensive symbols from pho-
tographs, as I do not believe they are relevant to understanding the 
objects. Please note that Nazi imagery is inherent in the material. 
Additional photographs are available upon request. 

This List delves into the underlying structure of German fascism, 
with a strong emphasis on its legal and bureaucratic institutions. It 
covers highly uncomfortable topics such as forced sterilization, con-
centration camps, and crimes ranging from intimidation to murder. 
What follows is a journey through the dark side of history. I thank 
you for your consideration. 

mark@funkebooks.com instagram.com/funkebookstwitter.com/funkebooks

mailto:mark%40funkebooks.com?subject=Fascism%20List%20Inquiry
https://www.instagram.com/funkebooks/
https://twitter.com/funkebooks/


Foreword

If history is the edifice of our collective memory, sources are its foun-
dations. Sources do not simply supply information: the nature of the 
sources also shapes the types of questions we can pose to the past. 
New sources provide us not just with new information but also with 
new perspectives on old questions or paths to new ones. 

The twelve years of the so-called “Third Reich” are the best-docu-
mented period in world history because the Nazis kept extensive 
and meticulous records, a large portion of which the Allies captured. 
Still, there is much that we do not know or fully understand about 
that era and its legacy; as in the case of any topic, all new evidence 
is welcome. In assembling a representative collection of Holocaust 
documents half a century ago, Raul Hilberg, the doyen of Holocaust 
scholars, explained his preference for hitherto unpublished materi-
al dealing with “small pieces of a large scene: a single occurrence, 
a corner of a place, a portion of a problem.” “In narrative historiog-
raphy,” he said, “such particulars are often submerged in a pan-
orama; here, the detail is an end in itself. Each event is intended 
to stand out in relief, not merely as an illustration of history drawn 
from minor acts, remote locations, or unknown persons, but as a 
happening which, with thousands of others like it, is history.” 

Susan Sontag famously spoke of the perverse pornographic allure 
of Nazi regalia and military memorabilia. Although books, manu-
scripts, and other textual artefacts of that regime may not have the 
same easy attraction for the ghoulish, and instead appeal more to 
the legitimate interests of the private or institutional collector, they, 
too, demand a carefully considered approach. In a society and mar-
ket environment in which historical documents of this painful past 
can circulate freely, much depends on good will and good sense of 
the bookdealer. An explicit acknowledgement of the sensitivity of 
the subject matter is most welcome. Thorough description of the 
items and their provenance is a sign of the integrity and profession-
alism of the seller – and an essential aid to the researcher and se-
rious collector.

Prof. James Wald 
Hampshire College
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BANNED BOOKS



Germany’s 1938 list of banned books. Working copy from the Stutt-
gart Gestapo headquarters, with mimeographed inserts and hand-
written updates.

Prelude to the annihilation of humans was the mass destruction 
and censorship of books. The initial “blacklist” was compiled in 
early 1933 by Berlin librarian Dr. Wolfgang Herrmann. He described 
German libraries as “literary bordellos” and Dr. Herrmann’s list was 
justification for the well-known May 10, 1933 public book burnings.  
By the mid-1930’s, Germany’s secret state police, the Gestapo, was 
tasked with enforcing the book ban.

The banned book list was frequently updated and revised. In its fi-
nal revision it had 12,400 titles and banned the entire works of 149 
authors. Banned authors in this book cover a wide range including: 
Albert Einstein, Lion Feuchtwanger, Ernest Hemingway, Sigmund 
Freud, Franz Kafka, Thomas Mann, Jack London, Wilhelm Reich, Ru-
dolf Steiner, and H.G. Wells.

C01

[Reichsschrifttumskammer]. Liste des schädlichen und unerwün-
schten Schrifttums. Stand vom 31. Dezember 1938. [List of Harmful 
and Undesirable Writings Current as of December 31, 1938]. Leipzig: 
Ernst Hedrich Nachf., 1938.

210 by 150 mm (8 1/4 by 6 inches).
Original wrappers; [6] 5, 181 pp. 6 lvs. are mimeographed inserts + 133 
mimeographed inserts of 1–3 lines each + 28 handwritten updates to 
the list. In German.

Good plus: fold mark on cover; cover starting to separate from the 
spine; spine wear; apparently human or animal bite marks (minor) 
on the inside.

Banned Books Book

C01   006

(Continued next page)
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Gestapo Stuttgart stamp top rightMimeographed inserts and handwritten updates

Item C02 of this List is an example of anti-NSDAP humor, which was 
not tolerated and therefore banned. 

Item C03 of this List is a collection of court documents pertaining to 
banned communist literature and helps us understand what hap-
pened to those caught with books on the list.

OCLC Number: 38264773; six copies in the United States (+1 incom-
plete).

Ex lib. Stuttgart Gestapo Library. Stamped on cover “Geheime Staatspo-
lizei. Staatspolizeileitstelle Stuttgart” [Secret State Police. State Police 
Headquarters Stuttgart]. Underneath handwritten “II P / Bücherei” 
and on the 1st page, again “II P” followed by a catalog number. II P was 
the media and publications division of the Gestapo. Ex lib. Library of 
Congress. Interior stamp: “3 copy 11 15 46” (presumably November 15, 
1946 LoC accession date). On back cover stamped “Surplus -1. Library 
of Congress Duplicate” Handwritten post-it note: “LC has a reprint of 
the 1938 work. Should we catalog the original? NO [initials]. 11-2-89 Tom 
Andrew. German Section. Shared Cat.” 

History and impact of the list is described in the 2020 book, Burning the 
Books. A History of the Deliberate Destruction of Knowledge by Richard 
Ovenden.

SOLD



Two booklets of hard-hitting anti-NSDAP jokes and rhymes. Promptly 
censored in Germany and placed on the banned books list (See Item 
C01 of this List). 

The author’s early (1934) knowledge of concentration camps is 
highly unusual and can be seen as an attempt to raise awareness of 
the treatment of Jews at the start of the German National Socialist 
regime.

Warning: The following are an example of the offensive “jokes” 
about concentration camps.

Under a heading of [“One whispers about the Jews” ]  he writes:
[“A Jew writes his wife from the concentration camp: ‘My dear Rahe! 
I am doing very well here. The SA are treating me very well. Even the 
food is very good...’ and so on and so forth. At the end of the letter 
there is a note: ‘Mr. Mayer, who wrote home about other matters, 
was buried yesterday.’” ]  Vol. 2. p. 20–21.

Another example:
[“In the third Reich there is almost no unemployment. Everyone has 
work, even if it’s just opening the gas valve.” ]  Vol. 2. p. 23.

In addition to rhymes, vol. 2 addresses the murder of Ernst Röhms 
and Edmund Heines – both prominent gay NSDAP members executed 
in 1934 during the “Night of the Long Knives”.

The author, Ernst Friedrich (1894–1967), was a German anarcho-pac-
ifist. He was a conscientious objector to World War I (for which he 
was first placed in a mental institute and then imprisoned). Frie-
drich founded the Berlin Anti-War Museum in 1925. The museum 
was destroyed by the NSDAP in 1933 and Friedrich was arrested. 
After his release in December 1933, Friedrich went underground and 
joined the French resistance. These booklets were published during 
that time.

OCLC Number: 5661273; three holdings in North America: Hoover Inst. 
& Ball State; LoC holds 1 of 2 volumes. Objectively rare.

SOLD

C02

Friedrich, Ernst. Man flüstert in Deutschland. Die besten Witze 
über das dritte Reich. [One Whispers in Germany. The Best Jokes 
about the Third Reich]. Paris-Prag: Kultur-Verlag, 1934.

145 by 105 mm (5 3/4 by 4 1/4 inches).
Original brochure; 31 [1] pp. + 31 [1]. Vol. 1 & 2 (all issued).
In German. Very good, except: spine creases; staples rusting; Vol. 2 
with sun discoloration to cover.

Banned Jokes Books 

C02   008



Seidel, Max (Born 1893).  

A collection of original letters, court filings, Gestapo orders, sur-
veillance reports, and personal photographs related to Max Seidel’s 
collection of banned books, his multiple prison sentences for own-
ership of the books, and foreclosure of his home while interned at 
concentration camp Sachsenburg. Dates range from 1933–1948, with 
the majority dated 1933–1944.

[44] pp. A5 sized + [104] pp. A4 sized, on which 30 photographs are 
mounted (mostly of comrades and friends) and one large format 
group photograph from 1918 that includes Seidel. The list of seized 
books (151 entries covering approximately 170 books) appears twice: 
once in a letter to Seidel’s attorney and another in a notice from the 
Mayor. In German.

Fragile; yellowing paper; some tears; some text fading; some pages 
two-hole punched. A mixture of very good and merely good – al-
though all appear complete. Approximately half of the pages are 
bound together.

Max Seidel was an unrepentant communist. He initially joined the 
communist party in 1918, and from 1925 on he was leader of the 
communist party in Dittmannsdorf. Seidel was pressured to join the 
National Socialists but refused to do so. In 1933 he was arrested 
four times and his books were seized.

Police records from August 1933 (part of the collection) state: [“In the 
village he is considered a dangerous communist...Not because he 
is violent, but rather the opposite: He does everything in secret...
That Seidel is a well-trained Bolshevik is evident from the fact that 
he owned a communist library that comprises several hundred vol-
umes and weights around 200 kilos...” ]

C03

Imprisoned for Communist Literature

C03   009

(Continued next page)

Gestapo secret surveillance orders

Max Seidel, on left



Seidel was sent to concentration camp Sachsenburg. The documents 
include the August 3, 1933 order to arrest Seidel and the August 11, 
1933 record from camp Sachsenburg confirming his internment.

Sachsenburg is described as a “forgotten” concentration camp. It 
operated from May 1933 through 1937. 7,000 inmates were interned 
and most were communists and socialists. Sachsenburg was the 
first camp to use colored triangles sewn onto clothes to identify in-
mates. Today, the buildings are not open to the public – rather, they 
remain boarded up.

While at Sachsenburg, Seidel's house was foreclosed on and 
his wife and child were evicted (the collection includes a copy of 
a lengthy letter from 1948 in which Seidel attempts to reverse the 
1933 foreclosure).

Seidel was released from Sachsenburg on March 3, 1934. The Gesta-
po ordered surveillance on him (the orders and surveillance reports 
are in the material). On September 6, 1935 he was arrested a fifth 
time – this time for meeting with known communists. Seidel was 
sentenced to 3 years imprisonment for [“high treason” ]  (related 
court documents included).

Once out of prison a second time, Seidel was drafted and sent to 
the Eastern Front. There, in February 1943 he deserted and joined 
the Soviet military.

The collection provides a detailed example of how the NSDAP used 
book censorship to silence political dissidents. It is also a rare view 
into the life of  a man who stood up against the National Socialist 
regime and the consequences of his actions. 

There are unanswered provenance questions. The collection com-
prises original documents from at least four sources: (1) court doc-
uments, letters, and photographs apparently privately owned by 
Seidel; (2) documents stamped received by Gestapo Sachsen; (3) 
documents stamped received by camp Sachsenburg; (4) documents 
stamped received by Ampthauptmannschaft Flöha [Regional Ad-
ministrative Office]. We believe Seidel became Mayor of his town 
after the war, and one possibility is that this position granted him 
access to these original documents.

SOLD

C03   010

On February 12, 1943 we voluntarily joined 
the Red Army. We did it because we did not 
want to sully our honor with the bloodstained 
Nazism, and because in the end we loved our 
country more than those who left our country 
in shame, disgrace, and misery.

“

”

Above: List of books seized

Below: Concentration Camp [“Prisioner Received”] acknowledgement
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The NSDAP burned books; artists and musicians were dismissed 
from teaching positions; museum curators were replaced by party 
members; and thousands upon thousands of artworks were seized 
and deemed “degenerate”. All these activities were managed and 
implemented by the Nazi Chamber of Culture – the “Reichskultur-
kammer”.

This book is the internal NSDAP publication detailing the organiza-
tional structure of the Chamber of Culture, showing how it was divid-
ed into seven divisions: writing, film, music, theater, press, radio & 
television, and fine arts. The mission and goals of each division are 
described in detail.

Hundreds of names, addresses and telephone extensions of man-
agement personnel within the Chamber of Culture are listed and set 
forth in eight fold-out organizational charts.

The intent of the Chamber of Culture was for the NSDAP to gain com-
plete control over the cultural life in Germany and thereby promote 
Aryan art. Every artist had to apply for membership on presentation 
of an Aryan certificate and rejection resulted in an occupational ban 
(see Item C05 for an original registration certificate).

C04

Die Organisation der Reichskulturkammer (Stand vom 1. April 
1936). [The Organizational Structure of the Nazi Chamber of Culture 
(current as of April 1, 1936)] Berlin: [Reichskulturkammer], 1936. 

290 by 210mm (11½ by 8¼ inches). 
Original printed wrappers with black cloth backstrip; [180] pp., 
8 fold-out organizational charts. In German. 
Very good with near fine interior.

Complete Control of Culture

(Continued next page)



One of eight fold-out organizational charts

C04   013

The Chamber of Culture was headed by Joseph Goebbels. SS officer 
Hans Hinkel was one of the officers in charge of the Chamber. His 
primary role was the removal of Jews from German cultural life. Adolf 
Ziegler, division head of the fine arts division of the Chamber, or-
ganized the infamous degenerate art (“Entartete Kunst”) exhibition 
of July 1937 in Munich. For this exhibition, a five-man commission 
toured Germany and in two weeks seized 5,238 works they deemed 
showing qualities of “decadence”, “weakness of character”, “men-
tal disease”, and “racial impurity”. Over two million people attend-
ed the Entartete Kunst exhibit.

Because of international fame, composer Richard Strauss was in-
stalled as president of the music division of the Chamber. He was 
dismissed from the post in June 1935, after his correspondence with 
author Stefan Zweig that was critical of NSDAP racial profiling was 
intercepted by the Gestapo. This book was revised April 1, 1936 like-
ly for the purpose of purging the famous Strauss from the organiza-
tional structure.

This book is a wealth of information for anyone interested in how 
the National Socialists seized Jewish artworks and assumed control 
of German cultural life.

As an internal NSDAP document, this book is extremely rare: it was not 
published for public consumption. Only 6 copies located worldwide: 1 
copy in the United States at Yivo Institute for Jewish Research; 5 copies 
in Germany. Primary OCLC Number: 162886684.

Originally from the NSDAP Post Office Library (“Bibliothek des Reichs-
postministeriums”), which after World War II was assumed by East Ger-
many’s Institute for Contemporary History (the “Deutsches Institute 
für Zeitgeschichte”, i.e. “DIZ”). This book bears stamps from the NSDAP 
Post Office Library, the DIZ, and a stamp of “Ungültig DIZ” (“void DIZ”). 
After the collapse of East Germany, the library of the NSDAP Post Office 
was assumed by the Deutsche Staatsbibliothek in Berlin. The DIZ was 
a governmental agency of East Germany, which of course no longer 
exists. Inquiry was made to the provenance research department of 
the Staatsbibliothek and they confirmed that they have their own copy 
of this book and that the Staatsbibliothek makes no claim to this copy. 
Duplicate copies of antiquarian books held by DIZ were frequently 
sold by the East German Government to the west for “hard currency” 
through the Zentralantiquariat der DDr in Leipzig, although it is not 
clear if that is what occurred with this book. What is clear, is that the 
institute currently managing the NSDAP Post Office library makes no 
claim to this copy. 

SOLD



C05

Kayser-Corsy, Lysa [pseudonym of Schmidt, Liselotte 1909–1987]. 

A collection of original documents and letters pertaining to Kayser- 
Corsy’s registration with the Nazi Theater Chamber (“Reichstheater-
kammer”) as a dance instructor and her performances prior to and 
during World War II. Dates range from 1929 to 1968, with the vast 
majority dated 1936 to 1942. 

[63] pp. A4 sized + [9] pp. A5 sized + [5] pp. postcard sized + 3 program 
schedules (each, a single folded A4 sheet). The collection includes 
her 1938 completed forms to register with the Theater Chamber, her 
original 1938 government authorization to engage in dance instruc-
tion, and numberous wartime letters to and from military leaders 
to organize morale boosting performances for German troops. In 
German.

Fragile; yellowing paper; some tears; some text loss; some water 
damage; pages two-hole punched. A mixture of near fine, very good, 
and merely fair. The Theater Chamber registration forms and their 
authorizations to engage in dance instruction are very good plus.

Dancing Under the Swastika

C05   014

Theater Chamber registration certificate; letter requesting proof of Aryan heritage

(Continued next page)

Programs from dance performances
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List of war time performances

Theater chamber registration forms

Kayser-Corsy was a popular 1930’s and 1940’s Berlin based dancer 
and dance instructor. She is described as a feminine enabler of the 
Nazi regime (“weibliche Täterschaft”). During the war, she and her 
husband travelled extensively to the eastern and western fronts and 
performed for German troops. She also performed for SS guards at 
Majdanek concentration camp.

In a 1941 letter to an unnamed Major (part of the collection), she 
writes: [“Until this point in time, we have had the great fortune to 
perform in front of 280,000 soldiers and we would like to get that 
number to 500,000.” ]

Over 4,000 German speaking performance artists were forced to 
leave Germany between 1933 and 1945. Clearly, Kayser-Corsy could 
not have vaulted to such popularity without deportation of so many 
artists.

The Theater Chamber regulated all performing artists. Without 
Chamber permission, it was not possible to engage in the arts. The 
information that the Theater Chamber requested is illuminating. For 
example, in a 1936 letter from the Chamber to Kayser-Corsy (includ-
ed in the collection) they ask her to provide government certified 
copies of her family tree verifying Aryan heritage.

For more information, see the October 13, 2013 article “Der braune 
Kick” in Der Tagesspiegel by Vera Kattermann.

SOLD
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This is a psychiatric file documenting the case of Fritz S., who be-
came one of the first victims of involuntary sterilization at the 
Neuruppin Institute (Landesanstalt Neuruppin) in Berlin.

Fritz was recommended to the institution at the age of 10 by the 
public school system: [“Fritz S. behaves like an animal, devouring 
raw meat...He is becoming downright dangerous to the public, and 
because he strangles his siblings at home...he belongs...in an in-
stitution.” ]

Clinic doctors made a request for his sterilization in September 
1934,  on the grounds that it would be a necessary safety precaution 
in order for Fritz (then 28 years old) to be released into community 
home care. This was a very early application of the new forced ster-
ilization law (Gesetz zur Verhütung erbkranken Nachwuchses) that 
went into effect on January 1, 1934. 

In addition to the doctor’s evaluation and sterilization orders, the 
file includes letters from the patient’s mother to the clinic, family 
care contracts, medical supply bills, and baptism certificates.

According to the website of the present-day institute, it is acknowl-
edged that involuntary sterilization was performed on the insti-
tute’s patients under NSDAP laws. However, a former doctor that 
was responsible for many of these cases disappeared in 1945 and 
numerous euthanization files are missing from the institute. 

The doctor who evaluated Fritz, Dr. Julius Tietz, committed suicide 
by poison in May 1945.

Entered the trade by public auction in Berlin.

SOLD 

C06

Landesanstalt Neuruppin. Akten betreffend zum Kranken Fritz 
S. [State Institution Neuruppin. Files concerning the Patient Fritz S.] 
Berlin: Landesanstalt Neuruppin, 1919–1946.

340 by 250mm (13½ by 9¾ inches). Loose leaf original two-hole 
punched folder; 228 numbered items of assorted sizes, mostly A4 & 
A5, comprising [322] pp. Institutional file of Fritz S. (1909–1946). Mul-
tiple stamps on cover noting [“Sterilized”] & [”Hereditary Disease”]. 
In German. Folder merely fair, barely holding; contents good to very 
good.

Involuntary Sterilization

Involuntary sterilization order
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Request for involuntary sterilization
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For proof of how I struggled with this 
problem, I submit letters from myself to 
my husband, from which copies can be 
taken for the files as necessary.

“

”

Dr. Kalt was a female psychiatrist who began her career in 1933, as 
the NSDAP was gaining power in Germany. During the war she was 
separated from her newlywed husband – who was stationed across 
the country in Munich – and kept in touch with him by mail. These 
letters span the years 1940–1943 and substantially address her in-
ternal struggles with Aktion T-4 (the NSDAP campaign of involuntary 
euthanasia that murdered approximately 300,000). 

The letters were submitted by Dr. Kalt to the German courts in 1947, 
in defense of her involvement in the government’s euthanasia pro-
gram during the war. These are the original letters. 

From July 1941 she was employed as an assistant doctor at the An-
dernach Psychiatric Institute (“Landesnervenklinik Andernach”) 
and assumed leadership of the women’s clinic following the resig-
nation of Dr. Paul Gies in 1944 (see Item C08 of this List). Following 
the war she stepped in as provisional director of the institute, and 
in July 1946 she was arrested by Allied Forces.

Except for one letter in 1943, these letters predate her tenure at 
Andernach. They describe her misgivings and self-doubt over her 
involvement in the T-4 program as she became aware of it in 1941, 
when she was employed at the Süchteln-Johannistal Institute in 
Waldniel.

Dr. Kalt wrote to her husband in January 1941 as she learned about 
the euthanasia program from the director at Süchteln, Dr. Kleine: 
[“Kleine also talked to me about euthanasia and confirmed that 
not only in southern German institutions but also in eastern and 
central Germany the patients had been euthanized in the most hu-
mane way possible and that very soon these demands would also 
be made of us.” ]

C07

Kalt, Dr. Elisabeth (1903–1961).
Waldniel, 1940–1941. Andernach, 1943.

Collection of 16 original letters comprising [44] pp. Mostly A4 sized, 
a few A5. Five letters typed, eleven hand written. Dates range from 
July 23, 1940 to January 20, 1943. Letters from and to her husband, 
Bertram Kalt. Along with a 10 pp. modern photocopy of court witness 
statements from and regarding Dr. Kalt. In German. Good; light fad-
ing and some letters starting to tear at fold lines.

A Doctor's Internal Struggles

(Continued next page)



She went on to describe the inner turmoil that surfaced: [“I am not 
yet clear where I stand. Can I even take on this responsibility, and 
where do I set the limit?...I often think that even in the most hope-
less case I could never offer my hand for this purpose. I would be 
nothing other than a murderer.”]

The rare insight offered by this collection includes the personal and 
emotional reactions this doctor experienced as she attempted to 
navigate the system and reconcile her actions with her conscience. 
It also highlights specific knowledge that was available to medical 
professionals about the true nature of the T-4 program. 

Further historical perspective is offered by Dr. Kalt’s personal ac-
quaintance with Dr. Kurt Pohlisch, whom she references on several 
occasions (see Item C09 of this List). She recounts specific conver-
sations with him about the euthanasia program, including his own 
apparent misgivings about how his mentally ill sister would fare un-
der the program: [“Even Pohlisch would never voluntarily give up 
his sister, even though she only costs him money and grief, and 
can’t even think in the present.”]

Following two trials, Dr. Kalt was acquitted by the “Landgericht Ko-
blenz” on July 29, 1948. 

From the estate of German historian, collector, and author Hans-
Dieter Heilmann (1943–2019).

SOLD

C07   020

K. [Pohlisch] wrote from Bonn to say that the [T-4 
registration] forms are very important, and that 
I need to take special care in filling them out. Of 
course, whenever I do anything, I usually want it 
done right – I'm not one to do things halfway.

“

”
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— Response from Dr. Kalt’s husband to her April 1941 letters
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The sister of a patient was outraged and 
indignant when I told her I knew nothing 
about the fate of her brother – and that she 
was the one spreading rumors.

“

”

Dr. Paul Gies was head of the women’s clinic at the Andernach Psy-
chiatric Institute from 1938 to 1944.  Along with Dr. Ewald Kreisch 
and the director of the institute, Dr. Johann Recktenwald, he was 
tasked with completing the Aktion T-4 registration forms (“Meldebö-
gen”) that classified patients according to the government’s selec-
tion criteria for euthanasia.

Andernach was designated as a transit center (“Zwischenanstalt”), 
where patients were transferred from other institutions and stayed 
for several weeks before final transport to Hadamar, where the re-
gional euthanasia center was housed.

Gies wrote this narrative in 1941 for an unknown audience, outlining 
events related to the euthanasia program and dating back to the 
evacuation of the Institute at Bedburg-Hau in Cleve in 1939 – as told 
to him by “W”, an assistant doctor at the clinic who had previously 
been stationed at Bedburg (very likely Dr. Hermann Wesse).

Among the events witnessed by Gies is the February 11, 1941 trans-
port of Jewish patients to Hadamar, which was the first deployment 
of the “Gekrat” Bus (Gemeinnützige Krankentransport GmbH) in 
Andernach.

C08

[Gies, Dr. Paul (1901–1945)].
Andernach, 1941. 

210 by 200mm (8¼ by 7¾ inches). Manuscript; [27] pp. In German 
(legible handwriting). Fair; stapled, two-hole punched, ripped twice 
and taped back to together. Although not signed by Gies, the facts 
and circumstances make clear that he is the author.

Report from Andernach Psychiatric Institute

(Continued next page)
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Gies describes a special doctor's commission, headed by Professor 
Dr. Nitsche and including the director of Hadamar, that appeared 
in March 1941 for the purpose of evaluating additional patients for 
transport. He also outlines the number of male and female patients 
transported to Hadamar in early April 1941 (bottom left photo on 
this page).

Throughout this document, Gies describes conversations and ru-
mors that are shared among staff and patients to indicate the gen-
eral level of awareness of the euthanasia measures. For example,  
he overheard one patient yell at the other: [“They are going to burn 
you up as well!” ]

Dr. Gies’ narrative is a detailed and extensive description of the T-4 
euthanasia process. He knew what was happening; he knew how 
it was happening; and this is, in essence, a statement of material 
participation. 

Dr. Gies resigned from his position in August 1944 for health rea-
sons and died in January 1945. He was 44 years old. 

Historically significant and highly unusual.

From the estate of German historian, collector, and author Hans-
Dieter Heilmann (1943–2019).

SOLD 

Report of official meetings Dr. Recktenwald attended in 
Düsseldorf and Berlin in spring 1941, on the topic of euthanasia

List of deportations of psychiatric patients from 
Andernach to Hadamar Euthanasia Center in April 1941

Brand new personnel moved into Hadamar. 
They were SS doctors and SS nurses 
serving under oath. Further, at Hadamar, 
a crematorium was constructed in the 
basement…

“

”
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Narrative history of euthanasia in Germany

C09

Im Namen des Rechts! Strafsache gegen Dr. Walter Creutz, Dr. 
Felix Weißenfels, Dr. Max Rohde, Dr. Kurt Pohlisch, Dr. Friedrich 
Panse, Dr. Hermann Wesse, Anna Wrona, Luise Müllender wegen 
Verbrechen gegen die Menschlichkeit. [In the Name of the Law! 
Criminal Proceedings against... because of Crimes against Humanity.] 
Düsseldorf: Schwurgericht Düsseldorf, 1948. A4 sized. Original plain 
wrappers with cloth backstrip; 58 pp. Court notation 8 KLs 8/48. Orig-
inal certified court copy stamped issued (“Ausgefertigt”) by Landger-
icht Düsseldorf. Likely one of a limited number of certified and bound 
copies.

Urteil des Landgerichts Koblenz gegen den ehemaligen Direk-
tor der Heil- und Pflegeanstalt Scheuern Karl Todt und dessen 
früheren Anstaltsarzt Dr. med. Adolf Thiel. [Verdict of the Koblenz 
Regional Court against the former director of the Scheuern sanato-
rium and nursing home, Karl Todt, along with former head doctor, 
Dr. med. Adolf Thiel.] Koblenz: Landgericht Koblenz, 1948. A4 sized. 
String bound in original plain folder; 43 pp. Court notation 3 KLs 
36/48. Original certified court copy stamped issued (“Ausgefertigt”) 
by Landgericht Koblenz. Likely one of a limited number of certified 
copies.

Along with, an incomplete copy of the indictment against Dr. Creutz, 
Dr. Weißenfels, et. al. [28] pp. (of 79). Appears original to 1948.

And, [187] pp. of ca. 1970’s photocopies + [92] pp. of ca. 1990’s 
photocopies of court submittals, witness statements, and writings 
pertaining to the above cases (including, some duplicates). All in 
German. Bindings fair to good; content very good. Pen underlines in 
the Düsseldorf Criminal Proceedings.

Detailed written justifications in the 1948 criminal verdicts against 
10 material participants of Aktion T-4 (the NSDAP campaign of mass 
murder by involuntary euthanasia that claimed approximately 
300,000 lives). In German criminal courts there is no verbatim re-
cord of hearings. Rather, judges write detailed summaries and jus-
tifications.

War Criminal Psychiatrists on Trial

(Continued next page)
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[“In the Name of the Law”] criminal proceedings against eight parties

Verdict against Dr. Karl Todt & Dr. Adolf Thiel

The documents on offer here cover the history of euthanasia in 
Germany, the implementation of Aktion T-4, and address the back-
ground and culpability of the following key individuals:

Dr. Walter Creutz (1898–1971). Provincial Medical Director, also at 
Institute Bedburg-Hau. Verdict: not guilty. Discussed by Dr. Paul 
Gies in Item C08 of this List.

Dr. Felix Weißenfels (born 1896). Provincial Medical director, also at 
Institute Galkhausen. Verdict: not guilty.

Dr. Max Rohde (1904–1976). Provincial Medical Director. At Institute 
Galkhausen and director of Institute Lemberg. Created patient lists 
for euthanasia. Verdict: not guilty.

Dr. Kurt Pohlisch (1893–1955). External evaluator for Aktion T-4 and 
central figure in the implementation of euthanasia. Verdict: not 
guilty. On a first-name basis with Dr. Elizabeth Kalt and discussed 
by her in Item C07 of this List.

Dr. Friedrich Panse (1899–1973). External evaluator for Aktion T-4 
and central figure in the implementation of euthanasia. Verdict: not 
guilty.

Dr. Hermann Wesse (1912–1989). Psychiatrist at numerous insti-
tutes: Bedburg-Hau, Andernach, Waldniel, and Kalmenhof Idstein. 
Verdict: life in prison for 30 proven cases of murder. Discussed by 
Dr. Paul Gies in Item C08 of this List.

Nurses Anna Wrona (born 1907) and Luise Müllender (born 1914), 
sentenced to 4 years and 3 years, respectively, for assisted murder.

Dr. Karl Todt (1886–1962). Director of Institute Scheuern. Verdict: 
acquitted.

Dr. Adolf Thiel (born 1905). Physician-in-charge of Institute 
Scheuern. Verdict: acquitted.

Dr. Todt and Dr. Thiel were responsible for the death of over 1,000 
people. Both were acquitted, not because of innocence, but on the 
grounds that their actions were excused given the circumstances.

A comprehensive look of how Germany’s legal system initially came 
to terms with Aktion T-4 and those directly responsible for taking the 
lives innocent people in German psychiatric institutions during the 
time of National Socialism.

Neither 1948 court narrative appears indexed in OCLC. We were only 
able to locate the Düsseldorf Criminal Proceedings at the Amt für 
Denkmalpflege im Rheinland. The Koblenz Criminal Proeceedings 
are at Landesarchiv Baden-Würtemberg, Staatsanwaltschaft Tübin-
gen, and Deutsche Digitale Bibliothek.

From the estate of German historian, collector, and author Hans-
Dieter Heilmann (1943–2019). 

See the 2005 book, Confronting the “Good Death”. Nazi Euthanasia 
on Trial 1945–1953, by Michael S. Bryant.

SOLD
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Court orders to Dr. Max de Crinis

C10

de Crinis, Dr. Max (1889–1945). 

Lead NSDAP Psychiatrist’s expert opinion on a German nobleman 
with cannibalistic ideations and grandiose delusions, along with 
related letters and court orders. All dated 1941 & 1942. In German.

INCLuDeS:
1) 126 pp. court ordered expert opinion on carbon copy paper; appar-
ent draft copy with minor pen and pencil corrections. Authored by 
(or at a minimum, created for certified court submission in the name 
of) one of the most important NSDAP Psychiatrists, Dr. Max de Crinis 
(1889-1945). The opinion is the extensive psychiatric evaluation of 
German nobleman Friedrich von E. (birth & death dates intentionally 
omitted).

2) [2] pp. A4 sized pages comprising two court orders to Dr. de Crinis 
requesting his appearance at court as expert witness in the Friedrich 
von E. competency proceedings; + [1] pp. A5 sized request to delay 
the hearing from Dr. de Crinis’ office to the court; + [1] pp. A5 sized 
request from Dr. de Crinis’ office to Friedrich von E. to appear for an 
evaluation.

3) [30] pp. A4 sized typewritten + [4] pp. A4 sized handwritten + [12] 
pp. A5 sized handwritten original letters from Friedrich von E. to Doc-
tors at the Charite discussing in detail his [“special skills”] + [4] pp. A4 
sized association questionnaire administered to Friedrich von E.

Expert opinion complete and near fine, except: slightly fading, frag-
ile, and two-hole punched (twice). Remaining document a mixture of 
very good and merely good – although almost all appear complete.

Cannibalistic Ideations & Grandiose Delusions

(Continued next page)



Friedrich von E. does not know whether a penis tastes good, but he 
has tasted the sexual organ of several animals and they are deli-
cious. Given their composition, small children must be succulent. It 
is also only through drinking human blood and eating human flesh 
that humans may enter heaven.

The competency proceedings were brought by Friedrich von E.’s 
family. The family are well-known German nobility that over centu-
ries owned 10 different castles. At least 29 family members have 
their own Wikipedia entry – Friedrich von E. is not one of them; rath-
er, he is omitted from all family public relations. It seems unusual 
that a psychiatrist of Dr. de Crinis’ stature would be called upon for a 
court ordered evaluation. The family’s prominence and wealth were 
likely behind this extensive evaluation. Dr. de Crinis’ recommenda-
tion was that Friedrich von E. is incapacitated and should not han-
dle family finances. We suspect this conclusion is exactly what the 
family was looking for.

In light of history, one wonders what affect Friedrich von E.’s de-
mons had on Dr. de Crinis’ own demons. Which of the two had a 
darker soul, is open to debate.

These documents are from the estate of Dr. Elisabeth Opitz. Many of 
Friedrich von E.’s letters are addressed to Dr. Opitz, with the incor-
rect assumption that she was a man. Dr. Opitz worked with Dr. de 
Crinis, and together with Dr. Jürg Zütt (1893–1980) she ran one of 
the Charite’s psychiatric clinics. 

See the 2005 book, Confronting the “Good Death”, Nazi Euthanasia 
on Trial, 1945–1953 by Michael S. Bryant.

$2,250 

Friedrich von E. wrote letters to the Vatican, informing them that he 
vetoes their selection of a new Pope and he demanded their loyalty 
to him. He holds a sixth sense that allows him to receive and send 
information in a spectrum between red and violet. Through these 
rays he can control the cosmos, although this mostly occurs while 
he is sexually aroused.

Friedrich von E.’s statements to the court are humorous: [“Does the 
court really believe they can understand the spiritual Monarch of 
all humans by merely spending four weeks him him?”] (opinion, p. 
24.). And, [“My motion to the court is as follows... I hereby assume 
- as son of God on earth - the position of lead judge in these pro-
ceedings.”] (opinion, p. 26).

And of course, Friedrich von E. describes his wife as insane, neurot-
ic, and completely frigid. He blames her for placing all his words on 
a [“golden scale”]. Apparently, he was able to have her institution-
alized.

Then, the material turns dark:
Friedrich von E. avoids sin by burning off all armpit and pubic hairs. 
He claims he seduced his sister-in-law (although, 5,000 years ago 
when she was 18).

There is significant material on cannibalism. For example: [“The 
question before us allows only one of two options: 1) the artificial 
restriction of reproduction, or 2) that the yearly excess population 
end up in the cooking pot.”] (opinion, p. 29).

In furtherance of population control, Friedrich von E., as Russian 
Tsar, reinstated laws in Russia that allow for shooting and consump-
tion of “free-range” humans. He proposes a “fee” of six children for 
each human you eat, although the consumption of criminals would 
be without a fee.

Warning: The following includes graphic and disturbing 
descriptions of cannibalism.

Uniquely evil thought permeates these documents.

Dr. de Crinis, who gave this expert opinion, is described as “the 
most outspoken and influential Nazi in German psychiatry”. He was 
Director of the Psychiatric Department of Charite hospital in Berlin, 
a high-ranking member of the SS, and a leading medical expert for 
Aktion T-4 (the forced euthanasia program that took approximately 
300,000 lives).

In 1939 Hitler gave his personal Doctor, Dr. Brandt, the task of estab-
lishing a euthanasia program. Dr. Brandt recruited a team of psychi-
atrists headed by Dr. de Crinis to create the framework. Dr. de Crinis 
was a lead author of the October 1939 Memorandum Authorizing 
Involuntary Euthanasia, which served as the legal basis for Aktion 
T-4. That memorandum assured participating doctors and nurses 
that they would not be prosecuted for murder.

Rather than face post-war justice, on May 1, 1945, Dr. de Crinis mur-
dered his family and committed suicide.

Dr. de Crinis’ extensive expert opinion reads like a horror novel. We 
get off to a comical start, but then turn to Friedrich von E.’s night-
marish descriptions of torture, rape, and cannibalism.

It starts with grandiose delusions:
In 1898 the Vicomtesse du Noday (sic) requested that Friedrich von 
E. assume leadership of earth. Friedrich von E. holds many worldly 
names, including Jesus Christ, Buddha, and Krishna. By natural law 
he is the telepathic Monarch of the world. If God says so, then it is 
so, and no creature on earth can contradict him. Since 1905, he has 
also owned the throne of the Aztec King Montezuma.
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Patient’s narrative: [“My Special Abilities”] Dr. Max de Crinis’ expert opinion
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This book describes the bureaucratic structure of the Berlin “Land-
gericht”. The Landgericht is similar to American superior courts. To-
day, the Landgericht addresses major cases, defined as civil cases 
with at least 5,000 Euros in dispute, and criminal matters with the 
possibility of prison sentences over four years.

Of great interest is the index of all judges, their home addresses, 
and personal telephone numbers [“Verzeichnis der Wohnungen der 
richterlichen Beamten...”]; pp. 105–118. Given the book’s rarity, this 
information may otherwise be unobtainable to those researching 
justice and the judicial system during German National Socialism.

Judge Dr. Pellmann is listed in the book and presumably this was his 
personal copy. Dr. Pellmann is also listed as entry 82 in Yesterday 
Hitler’s Bloodstained Judges, Today Bonn’s Legal Elite, presented 
at the International Press Conference on May 23, 1957 in Berlin. 
From that report we learn that Dr. Pellmann sentenced five French-
men to death for “alleged crimes against Nazi special laws.” The 
condemned were executed in August 1944. There was no recourse 
against Dr. Pellmann, who after the war became director of the 
courts in Düsseldorf.

Exceedingly rare and apparently only one copy worldwide. No copies 
in OCLC. One copy in KVK, at the Library of the German Supreme Court 
(“Bundesgerichtshof”).

$495

C11

Geschäftsplan des Landgerichts Berlin für das Geschäftsjahr 1935. 
Amtliche Ausgabe. [Business Plan of the Berlin Superior Court for 
the Operating Year 1935. Official Edition]. [Berlin]: Strafgefängnis 
Berlin-Tegel, 1935.

295 by 210 mm (11 1/2 by 8 1/4 inches).
Original wrappers; [2] 120 pp. Printed by prison labor. In German.

Overall very good. Wrappers merely good; they are partially torn at 
the spine; grease pencil notation “Herrn LgR Dr. Pellmann” on the 
cover. “LgR” stands for “Landgerichtsrat” (i.e. Judge).

Personal Addresses of Berlin Judges
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Index of residences of Berlin judges
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Court filings to disbar Dr. Arthur Lindgens

C12

A collection of documents from the Lindgens family covering two 
important issues: First, insight into the life and work of Attorney 
Dr. Arthur Lindgens (1899–1976), who assumed control of the vast 
Wertheim department store fortune (identified by us as “(A): Lind-
gens (Wertheim) Documents”); and second, correspondence to and 
from Germany, Brazil and Costa Rica during World War II, addressing 
the internment of Germans in Latin America at the request of the uS 
Government (identified by us as “(B): Latin America Documents”). All 
in German.

(A): Lindgens (Wertheim) Documents: [59] pp. A4 sized court filings, 
including a [17] pp. indictment, responsive filings, and witness state-
ments. The indictment (“Anschuldigungsschrift”) was an attempt to 
disbar Dr. Lindgens because of his relationship with Jewish clients 
that went above and beyond the merely professional.

(B): Latin America Documents: 22 pp. 1943 memorandum from the 
German Ministry of Foreign Affairs summarizing the status of Ger-
man internment in Brazil; includes a list of interned Germans, their 
professions, and addresses. Along with, 26 total letters (almost all A4, 
typed; each from 1 to 3 densely written pages; 2 duplicates). 15 letters 
from Helmut Lindens in Germany to Brazil or Costa Rica; 3 letters 
from Walter Bückmann in Brazil to Germany; 8 letters (2 duplicates) 
from Rudolf Lindgens (1901–1973) in Costa Rica to Germany. The 
letters from Latin America are mostly originals and the letters to Latin 
America are in carbon copy. Further including, a business magazine 
and trade award, both pertaining to Lindgens’ family participation in 
the textile industry.

Generally good plus. Documents yellowing, fragile, two-hole 
punched, and many on carbon copy paper.

Wertheim Fortune; Internment in Brazil

(Continued next page)
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A: Lindgens (Wertheim) Documents
Dr. Arthur Lindgens is best known for taking complete control of the 
Wertheim department store empire during World War II. Wertheim’s 
was the largest department store chain in Germany, comparable to 
Nordstrom’s in the United States. The owner, Georg Wertheim, was 
Jewish. His wife Ursula was not Jewish. Dr. Lindgens orchestrated 
a strategic divorce and had Georg (and his brothers) transfer the 
entire business to a trust administered by himself. Ursula was sole 
beneficiary of the trust. Georg died in 1939. Ursula married Dr. Lind-
gens in 1941, and this is how Dr. Lindgens assumed complete con-
trol of one of Germany’s largest fortunes. Not surprisingly, the Wert-
heim family sees Dr. Lindgens as a thief. Litigation stretched on for 
decades, including a claim for 500 Million Dollars filed in New York. 
The Wall Street Journal described the dispute as the “largest case of 
all time.” Various suits were still ongoing in 2003, 2005, and 2006.

Dr. Lindgens’ court documents on offer are from 1937, shortly pre-
dating Wertheim matters. However, these documents raise similar 
issues to the Jewish to Aryan transfers Dr. Lindgens orchestrated 
with the Wertheim’s. It is a virtual certainty that Dr. Lindgens ap-
plied similar legal maneuvering with the Wertheims.

The indictment (in the collection) seeks to remove Dr. Lindgens from 
the office of “Notar”, the position that allowed him to complete real 
estate and business transactions. Allegedly, Dr. Lindgens engaged 
in relations beyond the merely professional with two very successful 
Jewish brothers, Max and Ernst Schall. The Schall brothers owned 
the largest granite quarry in Europe, the “Vereinigte Schlesische 
Granitwerke”. Granite quarries were big business because they 
supplied cobblestones to build almost all German roads. Dr. Lind-
gens negotiated the sale of the quarry to non-Jewish parties. One of 
the Schall brothers also happened to have a non-Jewish wife. The 
quarry sale took place at the regional Gestapo office and in the pres-
ence of Gestapo officers.

President Franklin Roosevelt sent 700 FBI agents into Latin Amer-
ica to analyze and address the threat of Germans in the southern 
hemisphere. The United States, in contravention of its 1933 Good 
Neighbor Policy, pressured Brazil, Costa Rica, and other Latin Amer-
ican countries to intern German citizens. A resource on this unusual 
corner of World War II history is the 2005 book, Nazis and Good 
Neighbors: The United States Campaign Against the Germans of 
Latin America in World War II, by Max Paul Friedman.

Of great interest is the included 22 pp. 1943 German Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs memorandum summarizing the status of German 
internment in Brazil, providing a list of names, occupations and 
addresses of those interned and addressing the status of affected 
German companies in Brazil. We inquired with a specialist on Lat-
in America and World War II, who informed us that he had never 
seen a similar document in private hands. There is virtually no in-
formation on German internment in Brazil because Brazil refused 
U.S. requests to handle their internment facilities. (Friedman, p. 9). 
This memorandum was likely obtained through the Lindgens’ family 
diplomatic connections in Latin America and then mailed during the 
war to Helmut Lindgens in Germany.

The political and business relationship of Germany, Latin America, 
and the United States are an understudied segment of World War 
II. These international letters and the German Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs memorandum provide valuable research information. The 
Lindgens family was in a catch-22: In Germany, the livelihood of Dr. 
Lindgens was threatened because he was willing to represent Jew-
ish clients. While in Latin America, his brother and other relatives 
feared internment for being German.

From the estate of Helmut Lindgens.
A: Lindgens (Wertheim) Documents: SOLD
B: Latin America Documents: SOLD

Part of the allegation (in the collection) is that Dr. Lindgens, with 
funds from his clients, attempted to bribe Herbert Göring (1889–
1945), the cousin of Hermann Göring (1893–1946): [“The State Po-
lice must determine in what manner Herbert Göring was bribed by 
the Jews using Attorney Lindgens as conduit.”] 
(Zum Fall Lindgens, pg. 4).

In these proceedings Dr. Lindgens was represented by Dr. Wolf von 
Gersdorff (1867–1949), a well-known attorney and politician of the 
time. There is significant legal analysis in the materials on the appli-
cability of the 1935 Nuremberg Race Laws to Dr. Lindgens’ case. The 
remaining documents are defense statements, witness statements, 
and correspondence between counsel, all pertaining to the same 
matter.

An insight into legal proceedings that personally accused Dr. Lind-
gens and molded his strategy of how to assume control of the Wert-
heim empire. The collection is also a case study in how the NSDAP 
intimidated attorneys that represented Jewish clients.

B: Latin America Documents
These letters are from Dr. Lindgens’ brothers. The dates range from 
1937 to 1943, with the majority dated 1941 and 1942. One of Dr. Lind-
gens’ brothers, Helmut, lived in Germany and was married to Hilde-
gard. Hildegard’s father was Walter Bückmann and he lived in Brazil 
and helped establish the Renaux textile company, a company still 
thriving today and still controlled by the Bückmann family. Another 
brother was Rudolf Lindgens. Rudolf was the vice-consul of Sweden 
in Costa Rica. The letters address international textile business and 
the overarching concern of Germans living in South and Central 
America during World War II. The Lindgens’ express their concerns 
that the United States was exerting pressure on Latin American 
countries to discriminate against Germans.



List of Germans in Brazilian internment camps

War-time correspondence from Germany, Costa Rica, and Brazil
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Waffen-SS Obersturmführer Hans Bösenberg was sentenced to 
death by a British military court for murdering a Canadian pilot. 
This collection of over 400 pp. is his wife Ilse Bösenberg’s (1912– fl. 
2002) seven-year campaign for her husband’s clemency in Allied 
post-war legal proceedings.

On January 6, 1945, Canadian pilot Sgt. Lamarre flew a bombing run 
to Hannover. After the air raid, he crash-landed in a field. Sgt. La-
marre was intercepted by a group of German soldiers from the 38. 
SS Panzer Grenadier Division. Bösenberg was commanding officer 
of the German soldiers.

Bösenberg interrogated and beat Sgt. Lamarre, or as one includ-
ed report describes it (in English): “…admitted, that his hand had 
slipped for several times in a state of extreme excitement.” Bösen-
berg then ordered two of his men to escort Sgt. Lamarre to a POW 
camp. While transporting the prisoner, the 18-year-old soldier Max 
S. shot and killed Sgt. Lamarre. Max S. claimed that Sgt. Lamarre 
attempted to escape, and he was forced to shoot him. Another Ger-
man officer testified that Bösenberg had told him that he had or-
dered Max S. to shoot Sgt. Lamarre. An exhumation report of Sgt. 
Lamarre from 1947 (included in the Archive) states that his head was 
smashed to pieces and his fingers and hands were “incomplete”. 
Bösenberg proclaimed his innocence because he did not order the 
shooting and further, Sgt. Lamarre attempted to flee and therefor 
the killing was justified.

C13

Hans Bösenberg (1912–1984).  Clemency Archive of Hans Bösenberg. 

A War Criminal’s Clemency

C13   036

On reverse: [“View...1949 until...? Hans in June 1949. Allied Prison.”]

(Continued next page)



Bösenberg was a prisoner of war starting with Germany’s surrender 
in May 1945. Initially held in captivity by American troops, they re-
leased him, only for Bösenberg to be re-arrested shortly thereafter 
by British troops. Bösenberg was tried for the murder of Sgt. Lamarre 
in a British military court known as the “Curiohaus-Prozesse”. There 
he was sentenced to death on November 3, 1948. His appeal was 
denied, and the death sentence confirmed December 22, 1948.

Ilse Bösenberg commenced a mammoth letter-writing campaign 
for her husband’s clemency. This archive is hers. It is primarily the 
documentation of her fervent attempts to free her husband. She 
wrote the Commander of the British Army, the Protestant Church, 
the House of Commons, the German State Department, the German 
War Department, the Red Cross, numerous newspapers, she even 
wrote to an Uncle in the United States requesting him to telegram 
the King of England: “To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty…Save my 
nephew by an act of mercy.” In all, 76 people wrote letters to the 
court requesting clemency.

Somehow, although without written explanation, it worked. On Jan-
uary 13, 1949, the British military court revised its ruling to a life 
sentence. Bösenberg was imprisoned at the Allied National Prison 
in Werl (where the depicted color drawing is from). At this point, Ilse 
Bösenberg started to involve attorneys. The attorneys’ letters are 
in the collection. The attorneys submitted Bösenberg to denazifica-
tion legal proceedings (“Entnazifizierungsverfahren”). Those were 
successful, and Bösenberg was deemed innocent under post-war 
German law. The results of the denazification proceedings were 
then used to attempt and obtain further clemency from the British 
military court.

Ilse Bösenberg was successful again. On February 5, 1950 Bösen-
berg’s sentence was reduced to 15 years. Finally, and without ex-
planation, Bösenberg was released on September 22, 1952. He had 
spent seven years in prison.

We do not know how many individuals were sentenced to death as 
war criminals and then granted clemency. It must be a very small 
number. This material provides a view into post-war justice imple-
mented by Allied Forces, the clemency process, and the impact a 
determined spouse can have.

Folder 9.22.1952 – End: [76] pp. A4 sized; [36] pp. A5 or smaller 
sized; five photographs; two newspaper clippings; 12 misc. items.

This folder addresses the time after Bösenberg’s release. Most 
items dated late 1940’s through 1955; a handful of documents from 
the 1960’s. Primarily thank you correspondence to supporters and 
correspondence with various governmental agencies for reimburse-
ment of costs incurred for clemency; petitions for a military pension 
and compensation for time in prison. There is a two-page letter from 
General Kurt Wolff, who also spent seven years at Allied National 
Prison Werl and Hans Bösenberg’s three-page response. Mr. & Mrs. 
Bösenberg had engraved thank you cards printed for supporters, 
one of the cards is included. The three-page list of 76 people who 
wrote letters in support of clemency is depicted in this List.

Folder Family: [40] pp. A4 sized; [9] pp. A5 or smaller sized; four 
large format pre-1920 photographs (father, Hans Bösenberg as a 
child); two newspaper clippings; three large format family trees; 
nine misc. documents.

Contains general family history: marriage and death notices; fami-
ly tree; and a detailed narrative by Hans Bösenberg of his family’s 
history.

All documents ranging from good to very good; yellowing and fragile 
paper; some tears; many two-hole punched. 

From the estate of Ilse Bösenberg.

$2,950

Index: The Archive is sorted into five folders of original documents, 
comprising over 400 pp. Almost all typed and in German, a few 
clemency related documents in English.

Folder 1912 – 1948: [58] pp. A4 sized; [23] pp. A5 or smaller sized; 
two photographs; four black & white drawings by Bösenberg while 
imprisoned; one newspaper clipping; three misc. items.

Most of the documents dated after 1933. It starts with love letters 
and the marriage certificate between Hans Bösenberg and Ilse 
Bösenberg. Then, war-time correspondence between the two, and 
ends with correspondence relating to Bösenberg’s initial imprison-
ment and death sentence. This folder contains a one-page summary 
exhumation report of the murdered Canadian pilot.

Folder 1949 & 1949: [22] pp. A4 sized; [8] pp. A5 or smaller sized.
Comprises clemency petition letters and their responses.

Folder 1951 – 9.21.1952: [70] pp. A4 sized; [54] pp. A5 or small-
er sized; one color drawing (depicted in this List) and two black & 
white drawings, all by Bösenberg while imprisoned; seven newspa-
per clippings; three misc. items.

Includes, many clemency letters and their responses; application 
documents for denazification proceedings; letters to and from pris-
on; information on prison conditions at Allied National Prison Werl.

Also contains a two-page list with names of 60 prisoners from Werl, 
their birth dates, and dates between 1945 and 1947 that they were 
executed along with a notation of whether they were shot or hung, 
and where the execution took place.

And, certified copies of denazification proceedings ruling Bösen-
berg not guilty.

And, letters regarding the death of Max S., the young German soldier 
who shot and killed the Canadian pilot. Max S. died at age 26 in an 
Allied prison shortly prior to a scheduled re-hearing of his case. The 
cause of death, as reported to his family, was: [“Heart problems” ] .

C13   037



C13   038

Ilse BÖsenberg’s list of clemency request letters; flyer calling for general amnesty



On November 30, 1946 Emil Ohlemacher was sentenced to eight 
years prison for sending German Jews to concentration camps.

Ohlemacher held the NSDAP Party rank of “Gemeinschaftsleiter” 
(community leader). In this role, he worked with the Gestapo to ar-
rest and send German Jews to concentration camps. Ohlemacher 
was arrested June 2, 1945 and placed in the Civil Internment Enclo-
sure 91 - Darmstadt. This camp was established by the American 
Military and housed approximately 25,000 people. The interned 
were under the supervision of American General Lucius D. Clay. 
Ohlemacher’s denazification hearing (“Spruchkammerverfahren”) 
was held on November 30, 1946.

On offer is Ohlemacher’s hand-made defense notebook. It includes 
hand-written copies of statements, internment questionnaires and 
other documents pertaining to his hearings. Also included is a typed 
copy of the three witness statements against him and typed copies 
of correspondence with his attorneys regarding an appeal filed in 
December 1946 and another appeal filed July 1948. Interestingly, 
Ohlemacher was not represented by an attorney at his first hear-
ing when he was sentenced to eight years. One of the arguments 
raised by Ohlemacher’s attorney was that sentences handed down 
while American General Clay was in charge of the proceedings were 
excessive (later denazification hearings were administered by the 
German government). Ohlemacher’s first appeal was not success-
ful. We do not know whether the second appeal was successful or 
whether he served his full eight-year sentence.

From the estate of Emil Ohlemacher.
SOLD
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“Spruchkammerverfahren” für Emil Ohlemacher. Nr. 659. Az. 
IV/P/426/46. [Denazification Proceedings of Emil Ohlemacher]Darm-
stadt: Defense notebook created by Emil Ohlemacher (1895–1955) 
while interned in Civil Internment Enclosure 91, April 25, 1946 – July 
12, 1948. 

300 by 215mm (11¾ by 8½ inches). 
The covers are one folded piece of cardboard from a British Ministry 
of Food box (see the very last page of this List for an illustration of the 
inside back cover); hand sewn with string; [70] pp. Mostly written in 
pencil; attorney communication and court filings typed. In German. 
Binding good; well-worn as may be expected from a book created in 
an internment camp. Interior very good; paper yellowing; some light 
fading.

Jewish Clock Maker’s Post-War Justice
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Incriminating statement of Gustav Katz (a.k.a. Kaatz)

Internment mail censor’s stamp on attorney’s envelope

Ohlemacher’s statement to the court

This object helps us understand how individuals such as Ohlemacher 
identified German Jews for arrest by the Gestapo (perhaps, “allegedly 
identified” is more accurate, as we do not know the outcome of his 
appeal). It is also an example of post-war justice administered by 
the American military.

He was leader of the local group. He had the 
main role. He was also a spiritual leader in the 
campaign against Jews.

“

”November 30, 1946 court statement of Gustav Katz



Dr. Otto Bräutigam was a high-ranking NSDAP diplomat directly in-
volved in the liquidation of Jews. He was a German diplomat and 
lawyer at the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 1940–1941 he was 
a German consul in the Soviet Union. Then after 1941, he led the 
political department of the Occupied Eastern Territories (”Leiter der 
Hauptabteilung I (Politik)”) and served directly under Alfred Rosen-
berg (1893–1946).

Dr. Bräutigam never served a prison sentence for his involvement in 
the NSDAP. He was not charged in the Nuremberg trials. In 1950 he 
was charged with multiple murder and found not guilty (a copy of 
the court’s 1950 order is included). In 1954 he continued working as 
a diplomat in the West German Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In 1956 
correspondence from Dr. Bräutigam surfaced that led to his summa-
ry dismissal from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and an investigation 
into his involvement ordering the liquidation of Jews.

Of specific concern was a December 18, 1941 memorandum (copy 
included and depicted). Hinrich Lohse (1896–1964), who oversaw 
Baltic States, specifically asked Bräutigam whether he was ordered 
to liquidate all Jews in the Baltic States. Bräutigam responded in his 
memorandum: 1) the Jewish question is already resolved verbally; 
2) in answering the question the economic situation should not be 
considered, and 3) further specific questions should be directed to 
higher ranking SS leadership.

C15

Bräutigam, Dr. Otto (1895–1992). Meine Tätigkeit während des Krieg-
es im Auswärtigen Amt, im Ostministerium und im Generalstab 
des Feldheeres, insbesondere meine Haltung in der Judenfrage. 
[My Activities During the War in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 
Ministry of the East, and within Military Headquarters; Especially Re-
garding my Position on the “Jewish Question”] [Bonn]: Self-published 
for limited circulation, [1956].

A4 sized. Loose leaf two-hole punched folder; [74] pp. total; orga-
nized: [1], 27, 2 + 22 indexed attachments of [44] pp. Main text typo 
script of the time; attachments as Agfastat photo paper, typo script, 
and blueprint process. Numerous footnotes indexing the attachments 
were added by hand; one of the attachments includes highlights and 
a typewritten note; all these hand-done additions are integral to the 
original document. This leads us to conclude that this is one of only 
a handful of originals produced by Dr. Bräutigam. In German. Three 
attachments in English, including a copy of a confidential summary 
interrogation of Dr. Bräutigam by the US Military. Very good plus; 
paper yellowing, two-hole punched; light fading of some pages.

Bräutigam: Defending the Indefensible

C15   041
(Continued next page)

July 25, 1945 U.S. Military Interrogation Report

Subject is the personified German higher official...His 
eagerness to give information is probably prompted by 
the feeling that he has to make up for his former activities 
in the East. He is recommended for further detailed 
interrogation, as an expert in German-Russian economics 
and in view of his employment in Japanese affairs.

“

”



The item on offer is the statement of Dr. Bräutigam in response to 
his 1956 termination from the West German Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. It is his attempt to defend against the indefensible.

Valuable for researchers into Germany’s control of the Eastern Terri-
tories, specifically with regards to the activities of Alfred Rosenberg. 
The relationship of Dr. Bräutigam and Rosenberg are specifically ad-
dressed. From this item we can also draw inferences why Dr. Bräuti-
gam never served a prison sentence for his high-level involvement 
in the NSDAP, when many others such as Hans Bösenberg (Item C13 
of this List) spent seven years in prison and Emil Ohlemacher (Item 
C14 of this List) was sentenced to eight years.

Included is a copy of a confidential July 25, 1945 summary interro-
gation report of Dr. Bräutigam by the U.S. Military. The interrogating 
officer recognized Dr. Bräutigam as a potential intelligence asset 
and requested further guidance from Seventh Army Headquarters.

After the war, the CIA wanted to utilize German personnel to infiltrate 
the Eastern Bloc and it did so through Gehlen Organization. From 
1947 to 1953, Dr. Bräutigam led the political evaluation department 
of Gehlen Organization. In this item, Dr. Bräutigam’s position is eu-
phemistically described as: [“Research Assistant at an American 
Institute”]. It is clear that Dr. Bräutigam’s diplomatic connections 
allowed him to work after the war as a spy for the United States. It 
is mere speculation that this was exchange in for non-prosecution 
at Nuremberg.

It should be noted that in 1958 Dr. Bräutigam was deemed reha-
bilitated and he returned to work at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Dr. Bräutigam has always maintained his innocence. The German 
Government intends to publicly release Dr. Bräutigam’s personnel 
file on April 30, 2022.

Not indexed in OCLC or KVK. We are aware of two non-digitized copies: 
One with the Paul Leser Papers at State University of New York at Alba-
ny and another at the German Bundesarchiv.

In 2015 the personal diaries of Alfred Rosenberg covering 1934 to 1944 
were published. In it are 16 references to Dr. Bräutigam, including in-
formation that Dr. Bräutigam led a high-level discussion on how to de-
fine “Jewish” within the Eastern Territories. Considering Rosenberg’s 
diaries, Dr. Bräutigam’s defense statement rings hollow. See the 2015 
book, Alfred Rosenberg. Die Tagebücher von 1934 bis 1944. With com-
mentary by Jürgen Matthäus and Frank Bajohr.

SOLD
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Bräutigam’s 1941 response to the question: “Should we liquidate all Jews?”



Collection of Court Decisions Implementing Germany’s First Post-
War Restitution Law. Over 300 court decisions from Berlin’s highest 
court (“Kammergericht”) and 15 decisions from Germany’s Supreme 
Court (“Bundesgerichtshof”). Ca. 1953–1955. 

Generally A4 sized. Each decision ca. 4-10 pp. Many with a date entry 
stamp. Together with [12] pp. explaining the restitution process (with 
two flow-chart diagrams) + 32 pp. 150 mm by 100 mm (6 by 4 inches) 
booklet of the 1951 restitution law. In German. Good; paper browning 
and brittle. 

A cornucopia of information on West Germany’s first efforts to 
compensate victims of National Socialism.

In 1951 West Germany passed its first Law on Compensation for 
Victims of National Socialism (Gesetz über die Entschädigung der 
Opfer des Nationalsozialismus). Compensation claims prior to 1951 
were addressed under Allied military law. This is a collection of 
over 315 court decisions on the interpretation and implementation 
of this post-war compensation law by German courts. For example, 
Berlin’s highest court ruled on the amount of compensation to a 
spouse whose husband was murdered by the SS. Or, in another 
example, the German Supreme Court ruled on restitution to a Jewish 
attorney who emigrated to the United States and was forced to leave 
his business and fortune in Germany.

Germany entered into a multitude of agreements and laws related 
to wartime compensation and restitution. This is an in depth look at 
how the first of such laws was implemented.

From the estate of German historian, collector, and author Hans-
Dieter Heilmann (1943–2019).

SOLD
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Compensation for Victims of Nazis
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JULY 20, 1944



Dr. Scholtz was a military historian and biographer of German mil-
itary figures such as Carl von Clausewitz (1780-1831, author of On 
War), Friedrich Carl (1828-1885, Prussian military commander), and 
Hermann von Boyen (1771-1848, inventor of the military draft).

Dr. Scholtz was also a co-conspirator in the July 20, 1944 plot to kill 
Hitler. These are his diaries from August 1939, 1945, 1949, 1950, 
1951, 1952, and 1953 – a total of 897 pages.

On July 20, 1944, Claus von Stauffenberg, Ludwig Beck, and other 
conspirators attempted to assassinate Adolf Hitler with a bomb. The 
aim of the assassination attempt was to take control of Germany 
and make peace with the Allies. Ludwig Beck was one of the main 
conspirators and after Hitler’s assassination was to become interim 
President of Germany. The plot narrowly failed, and Hitler survived 
with minor injuries. In response, the Gestapo promptly arrested 
more than 7,000 people, of which they executed a staggering 4,980 
people.

C17

Scholtz, Dr. Gerhard (1899–1958). 

A4 sized original densely typed pages with hundreds of newspaper 
clippings in six black binders of the time. 1) May 3, 1945-December 31, 
1945: [156] pp. includes [7] pp. from August 31, 1939 predicting Ger-
many’s loss in World War II; also includes a summary of 1932-1946; 2) 
1949: [104] pp. (three-hole punched); 3) 1950: [167] pp.; 4) 1951: [209] 
pp.; 5) 1952: [120] pp.; 6) 1953: [141] pp. In German. Very good. The 
diaries are depicted on the cover of this List. 

Personal Recollections of the Plot to Kill Hitler
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Wilhelm Beck’s letter: writings on Ludwig Beck are incorrect

On July 28, 1944, Dr. Scholtz was together with Wilhelm Beck (1881–
1963; only living brother of Ludwig Beck), and an unknown individ-
ual identified as “Wetzell”, when all three were arrested by the Ge-
stapo. What followed, Dr. Scholtz describes as the most terrifying 
experience of his life. He was one of the lucky ones, released on 
October 2, 1944 after 67 days of interrogation.

In 1944 Dr. Scholtz was working on a biography of Ludwig Beck, with 
working title: In Defense of a Soldier. Fame and Tragedy (“Vertei-
digung des Soldaten. Ruhm und Tragik” ) . Dr. Scholtz describes 
Ludwig Beck as his dear patron (“Verehrter Gönner” ) . The diaries 
include three letters from Wilhelm Beck to Dr. Scholtz, encouraging 
him to continue work on his brother’s biography and, interestingly, 
state that much which was written about his brother is false.

Unfortunately, Dr. Scholtz does not provide a narrative summary of 
his involvement in the plot to kill Hitler. However, his diaries raise 
interesting questions and provide numerous leads for avenues of 
further research into this important event. For example:

• Was Dr. Scholtz, a military historian, also military advisor to Lud-
wig Beck, the intended new President of Germany? There are only 
seven pages of the dairies from 1939, but they – amazingly for 1939 
– predict Germany losing World War II and predict that Germany, 
in the event of defeat, would have to sacrifice significant land to 
appease the winners. This is fundamentally different from the cur-
rent historical understanding of how the July 20th co-conspirators 
intended to seek peace with the Allies. Most historians believe Lud-
wig Beck would have attempted to retain the World War I boundaries 
of Germany.

• Dr. Scholtz makes repeated references to Walter Hill (1888–1952) 
as a traitor in regard to the events of July 20, 1944. Who was Hill and 
what did he do?

• Who was “Wetzell” that was arrested along with Dr. Scholtz and 
Wilhelm Beck? Perhaps it was General Georg Wetzell (1869–1947; 
also an author of military history).

(Continued next page)
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Heading (g): 1939 prediction of Germany’s lost territories

• Wilhelm Beck stated in a letter to Dr. Scholtz that prior writings 
about Ludwig Beck are incorrect, specifically regarding Heinz Gude-
rian (1888–1954) – but does not elaborate further. Ludwig Beck is a 
central figure in the July 20th plot and if our understanding of him 
is incorrect, our entire understanding of the attempt to assassinate 
Hitler may be wrong.

• Dr. Scholtz’s diaries reflect his deep admiration for the German 
Kaiser and German aristocracy. He appears to be both deeply an-
ti-Hitler and a conservative nationalist. The July 20th plot was not 
driven by communist or socialist ideals.

• The diaries include five letters from German author Walter von 
Molo (1880–1958). His close relationship with Dr. Scholtz may alter 
our understanding of von Molo’s support of the NSDAP regime.

Since so many people involved in the July 20th plot were executed 
by the Gestapo, it is unusual to have diaries from a co-conspirator 
analyzing the end of the war and post-war reflection on Germany’s 
actions. For example, Dr. Scholtz provides extensive commentary on 
Germany’s 1945 surrender and the Nuremberg Trials.

The diaries from 1939 and 1945 are almost entirely political com-
mentary, and the most interesting from a historic perspective. Dr. 
Scholtz’s wife fell ill and died in 1949. His 1949 diary is almost en-
tirely about his wife’s illness. Diaries from 1950, 1951, 1952, & 1953 
are 30-40% political commentary with the balance personal mat-
ters. Entries are almost daily, and Dr. Scholtz never fails to write 
about the events of July 20th and his subsequent arrest on the an-
niversary of those dates.

Unfortunately, Dr. Scholtz never completed a Ludwig Beck biography 
– although that is precisely what makes these notes so interesting. 
Much has been written about the July 20th plot to kill Hitler and 
much remains to be discovered.

$5,950



Please call or email to reserve an item. By placing an order you agree 
to these terms.

All items are subject to prior sale and remain our property until pay-
ment has been received in full.

All items are guaranteed as described and may be returned with-
in five days of receipt, only if packed, shipped, and insured as re-
ceived. We kindly ask for advance notification of any returns.

See individual item descriptions for language information. Pull-out 
quotes are provided throughout this List for emphasis and may be 
translated from their original language. 

Shipping and insurance are additional and depend on value, 
weight, and destination.

California State residents not holding a resale license are subject to 
additional state and local taxes.

All prices are in US Dollars. Payment may be made by checks drawn 
in USD, wire or ACH transfer to our US account, and via MasterCard, 
Visa, American Express, or PayPal. Arrangements may be made to 
pay in Euros.

Payment is due upon receipt of the item(s) unless otherwise agreed. 
References or advance payment may be required of anyone ordering 
for the first time. ILAB dealers and dealers known to us may deduct 
their reciprocal discount, provided the account is paid in full within 
30 days; thereafter the price is net.

Institutions may receive deferred billing to suit their needs.

The following lists are available on our website, and linked below:

East Germany List
List includes items for sale related to the former German Democratic 
Republic. Available items include: a book by an East German poet 
murdered with radioactive poison while in exhile; a photo album 
relating to the race track where Bruce Springsteen gave the largest 
concert in East German history; an East German match label collec-
tion; and an unusual union dues book with extensive Cuban and 
Vietnamese solidarity stamps.

Circus List
Ladies and Gentlemen, step right up and enjoy Harry Bischoff Nov-
elty Juggler and Cortortionist [sic], the famous Tom Mix circus, the 
wild west adventure of Buffalo Bill’s, and top it off with creepy clown 
posters advertising the show in your town.

Terms of Sale Additional Offerings

Proprietor: 
Mark Funke      +1 206 632 1535    mark@funkebooks.com

https://www.funkebooks.com/lists/eastgermany.php
https://www.funkebooks.com/lists/circus.php


C14  


