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Dr. roberT romPe (1905 – 1993)

This Archive of East German physicist Dr. Robert 
Rompe pertains to the 1956 founding of Russia’s Joint 
Institute for Nuclear Research, an original draft of East 
Germany’s first law governing radioactive compounds, 
and other documents related to the development of East 
Germany’s nuclear program.
 
Dr. Rompe’s first life was as an anti-Nazi resistance fight-
er. He joined the communist party of Germany in 1932, 
was a spy for them, and belonged to the illegal group 
Hermann Ulfert. For these activities he was arrested mul-
tiple times between 1935 and 1945. 

After World War II, Dr. Rompe rose quickly in East 
Germany’s government and became one of their most 
influential scientists representing East Germany’s 
interests in the Soviet Union. In 1956, Dr. Rompe joined 
the Central Committee of East Germany’s ruling party 
and starting in 1970 he was director of East Germany’s 
Institute for Electron Physics. Dr. Rompe strongly 
believed in the peaceful application of atomic research 
for the betterment of society. 

This Archive encompasses speeches, draft documents, 
and confidential “not for the public” documents. Of 
special interest are a draft and final version of a report 
on the nuclear capabilities of the Soviet Union written 
by East Germany’s delegation to Moscow for internal 
use of the East German government. All documents in 
German unless noted otherwise.

SOLD

Nuclear capabilities of the Soviet Union
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Contents of the Rompe Archive
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russia’s JoinT insTiTuTe 
for nuclear energy
The Joint Institute is the leading international organization for 
nuclear research in Russia.1 Today this important institute has a 
staff of 5,500 including 1,200 researchers from 18 countries. The 
Joint Institute was created by 11 countries in 1956. Its primary goal 
is the [“peaceful application of atomic energy for the betterment of 
all humanity”], as stated in the included organizational agreement 
of the Institute.  

East Germany sent nine people to Moscow in March 1956 to work 
on forming the Institute.2 Dr. Rompe was one of the leaders of the 
East German delegation (perhaps chosen because his family was 
Russian, and he was born in St. Petersburg). 

Items Included:
march 1956 14 pp. typescript by noted Soviet physicist Dmitrii 
Ivanovich Blokhintsev (1907-1979) entitled Beratung über die Frage 
der Organisation des Ostinstitutes für Kernforschung [Consultation 
on the question of the organization of the Joint Institute for Nuclear 
Research]. Marked [“Not for public distribution”]; with numerous 
handwritten corrections. Very interesting and technical article 
on the capabilities and extent of nuclear research in the Eastern 
Bloc. Includes information on number of employees, capabilities of 
particle accelerators, and the extent of Soviet financial and other 
support. Blokhintsev was the director of the first Soviet nuclear 
power station and a member of numerous Soviet organizations for 
the study and promotion of nuclear energy. He was also the first 
director of the Joint Institute (from 1956 to 1965). Marked as an 
unofficial translation. 

march 1956 seven-page typescript entitled Vereinbarung über die 
Organisation des Ostinstitutes für Kernforschung [Agreement on the 
Organization of the Institute for Nuclear Research]. Marked [“Not for 
disclosure to the Press!”]. 1956 copy of the founding document of 
the Institute, setting forth the 11 founding countries, their respective 
financial contributions, and structure and goals of the Institute. 

1 The Joint Institute for Nuclear Research is translated from Russian to German as 
“Vereinigte Institut für Kernforschung”. In the Archive it is termed the “Ost-Institut 
für Kernforschung”. It is clear from dates, location, and parties involved that this 
is the same Institute.

2 See the 2001 book, Institut X: Die Anfänge der Kern- und Hochenergiephysik 
in der DDR [Institute X: The Start of Nuclear and Particle Physics in East Germany], 
by Thomas Stange. On pages 129-130 Stange details East Germany’s involvement 
in the formation of the Joint Institute for Nuclear Energy. 

march 26, 1956 nine-page typescript entitled Bericht der 
Regierungsdelegation über die Moskauer Verhandlungen zur 
Bildung eines Gemeinschaftsinstituts für Kernforschung. [Report 
of the [GDR] Government Delegation on the Moscow negotiations 
for the Establishment of a Joint Institute for Nuclear Research]. 
Marked in pencil on the top right [“Comrade Rambusch”], i.e. Karl 
Rambusch (1918-1999), the director of the East German Amt für 
Kernforschung und Kerntechnik [“Department of Atomic Research 
and Atomic Technology”]. Internal East German government report 
on details of the conference creating the Joint Institute. Covers 
the contents of speeches, the negotiating position of different 
countries at the conference, financial contributions of each country, 
technical contributions by East German industry to the cause 
(the assistance of Agfa and Zeiss were specifically requested by 
Soviet physicist Blokhintsev), the overall structure and extent of 
nuclear capabilities, and sets forth recommendations for next 
steps including unanswered questions and proposed East German 
scientists to be stationed at the Joint Institute.

march 1956 ten-page original typewritten draft (with minor 
handwritten corrections) of the above internal March 26, 1956 
Report of the GDR Government Delegation. Fascinating, because 
this draft deviates substantially from the final version. It is far 
more technical in nature, detailing specific capabilities of nuclear 
research laboratories and particle accelerators in the Soviet Union.

easT german law regulaTing 
raDioacTive comPounDs
aPril 9, 1956 four-page original typewritten draft of the June 1, 
1956 Verordnung über den Verkehr mit radioaktiven Präparaten 
[“Ordinance on the Distribution of Radioactive Compounds”]. This 
1956 ordinance was the first East German law regulating radioactive 
material and forms the basis of all future East German regulation 
of radioactive material.³ The law defines what is regulated, how 
approvals may be obtained, and establishes the East German 
Amt für Kernforschung und Kerntechnik [“Department of Atomic 
Research and Atomic Technology”] as lead responsible agency. This 
is Dr. Rompe’s original typewritten draft of the law.   

³ „Alle bisher in der DDR geltenden Maßnahmen, Vorschriften und Richtlinien 
über den Strahlenschutz beim Umgang mit radioaktiven Präparaten gründen 
sich auf die „Verordnung über den Verkehr mit radioaktiven Präparaten“ vom 1. 
Juni 1956...“  [i.e. All East German laws and regulations pertaining to radioactive 
material are based on said June 1, 1956 regulation]. Kernenergie 7. Jahrgang, Heft 
10/1964, pg. 705.
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aDDiTional DocumenTs
June 27, 1956 four-page original typewritten draft of an untitled 
technical article by Dr. Rompe and a second unknown author iden-
tified as “Kü.” on high-pressure gas illuminated bulbs and various 
experiments therewith and their possible application in medicine 
and photo-chemicals. 

July 2, 1956 six-page typescript entitled Anweisung…für das Fach-
gebiet „Halbleiter“ [Briefing…on the Topic of “Semiconductors”]. 
Marked [“Confidential. Official Business”]. Signed by “Wunderlich”. 
An internal East German government document detailing the co-
ordination between the government and East German industry on 
semiconductor development. Specifically addressing the coopera-
tion of VEB Zeiss Jena, VEB Hescho Hermsdorf and VEB WBN Carl Os-
sietzky Teltow. Interesting as major breakthroughs in semiconduc-
tors occurred in the late 1950’s and East Germany was concerned 
that their development would fall behind the West. 

[1978] six-page blueprint copy (with minor handwritten corrections) 
entitled Thesen zur “Fusion” [Fusion Hypothesis]. Author unknown. 
Sets forth a timeline for East Germany’s development of a fusion 
reactor (covering 1978-2010). Discusses the necessary contribution 
of other Eastern Bloc countries. Concludes with bullet-points of next 
steps in the development of East Germany’s nuclear program. 

november 1978 six pages of original handwritten notes—either an 
outline of a speech or notes taken at a speech pertaining to the con-
tributions of the Soviet Union, East Germany, Hungary, and Poland 
in scientific development of wide-ranging topics including, robot-
ics, semi-conductors, and nuclear research. Likely personal notes 
of Dr. Rompe, who at the time was the director of East Germany’s 
Institute for Electron Physics. 

november 1975 nine-page 1970’s era photocopy of a memorandum 
entitled Mögliche DDR-Beiträge zur gesteuerten Kernfusion [Possi-
ble East German Contributions to Controlled Nuclear Fusion]. Copy 
of what appears to be an internal document comparing East Germa-
ny’s nuclear program to other countries. 

november 3, 1977 four-page 1970’s era photocopy of a memoran-
dum entitled Thesen zu Beiträgen zur Forschung auf dem Gebiet der 
gesteuerten thermonuklearen Fusion durch Einrichtungen der DDR 
im Zeitraum bis 1990, aus der Sicht des ZIE [Theses on contributions 
to research in the field of controlled thermonuclear fusion by East 
German institutions in the period up to 1990, from the point of view 
of the Institute for Electron Physics]. Copy of what appears to be an 
internal document highlighting East Germany’s accomplishments in 
the field of nuclear research. 

Notes on scientific developments in the Eastern Bloc



Dr. frieDrich PaneTh (1887 – 1958)

Archive of Austrian-born British chemist Dr. Friedrich 
Paneth pertaining to the Göttingen Manifesto, his 
statement (along with 17 other scientists) that forever 
shifted West German politics and public opinion against 
nuclear weapons. 
 
Dr. Paneth fled the Nazis in 1933 because both of his 
parents were Jewish. He escaped to Britain and became 
a naturalized British citizen. After the war, Dr. Paneth 
returned to Germany. In 1953 he was appointed director 
of the famed Max Planck Institute for Chemistry; a 
position he held until his death.

Today Germany is firmly anti-nuclear and anti-nuclear 
weapons.⁴  It is hard to imagine, but in the early 1950’s 
West Germany was a true believer in nuclear matters 
going so far as to establish the office of Federal Minister 
of Atomic Matters, which famed conservative German 
politician Franz Josef Strauß (1915-1988) initially held. 

Strauß was also Defense Minister (starting in 1956) and 
was charged with building up the West German military. 
Konrad Adenauer was West Germany’s chancellor and a 
strong proponent of deterrent through nuclear armament. 
Adenauer and Strauß worked together closely to bring 
nuclear weapons to West Germany.⁵ 

Then, on April 12, 1957, Dr. Paneth together with 17 other 
scientists, published the Göttingen Manifesto.  

Commentators describe the Manifesto as the “birth 
hour” of Germany’s anti-atomic movement.⁶ Public 
opinion was overwhelmingly in support of the scientists. 

East Germany and the other Eastern Bloc countries mostly 
supported the 18 scientists. As a result, Germany’s 
conservative party initially claimed that Eastern Bloc spy 
agencies were influencing the discussion. 

Japanese scientists strongly supported the Göttingen 
Manifesto. America’s reaction was, at best, muted given 
its efforts to build up nuclear capabilities within NATO. 
Nobel peace prize laureate Albert Schweitzer (1875-
1965) followed 11 days later with his famous “Declaration 
of Conscience” speech, which was a tipping point for 
worldwide sentiment against nuclear weapons.⁷ 

This Archive is Dr. Paneth’s original correspondence 
file pertaining to the Göttingen Manifesto. It is a vast 
collection of letters, articles, and speeches from a 
broad cross-section of “who’s who” in German society: 
authors, scientists, politicians, engineers, lobbying 
groups, and even a well-known astrologist wrote in 
support of Dr. Paneth’s efforts. There was also significant 
international support, especially from Japanese nuclear 
scientists. 

In German, except for international correspondence, 
which is in English. 

Price: $7,500
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⁴ After the Fukushima disaster, Germany acted quickly. In 2011 Chancellor Angela 
Merkel shut down eight nuclear power plants and implemented a plan to fully 
transition to renewable energy. 

⁵ See the 2005 book, Franz Josef Strauß. Ein politisches Leben. [A Political Life], 
by Stefan Finger. On pages 119-189 Finger describes the close working relationship 
between Strauß and chancellor Adenauer and Strauß’ activity as Federal Minister 
of Atomic Matters (nicknamed [“Minister of Da Atom”] by Adenauer).

⁶ See, Wie Konrad Adenauer die Anti-Atom Bewegung auslöste [How Konrad 
Adenauer sparked the Anti-Atomic Movement] by Klaus Wetting, published April 
12, 2017 in vorwärts.

⁷ Germany’s relationship to nuclear weapons is complex. The German military 
reserves the right within NATO to use nuclear weapons. However, Germany has 
never armed its forces with them. Nuclear weapons are stored in Germany by 
American troops, which resulted in decades of protest and was the genesis of 
significant anti-American sentiment in the 1970’s. As recent as 2020, Germany’s 
ruling coalition requested President Trump to remove all nuclear weapons from 
Germany. The nukes remain. 
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Letters from the Union of Persecutees of the Nazi Regime
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Fritz Bopp

Max Born

Rudolf Fleischmann

Walther Gerlach

Otto Hahn

Otto Haxel

Werner Heisenberg

Hans Kopfermann

Max v. Laue

Heinz Maier-Leibnitz

Josef Mattauch

Friedrich-Adolf Paneth

Wolfgang Paul

Wolfgang Riezler

Fritz Straßmann

Wilhelm Walcher

Carl Friedrich Frhr. v. Weizsäcker

Karl Wirtz

The göTTingen manifesTo

[TranslaTed from German]

The undersigned nuclear researchers are deeply concerned with the plans 
to equip the Bundeswehr with nuclear weapons. Some of us have raised our 
concerns a few months ago with the appropriate federal minister. Today the 
debate on this question has become general knowledge. The undersigned 
therefore feel the requirement to speak up about facts known to experts, 
but which seem to be inadequately known to the public.

1) Tactical nuclear weapons have the same destructive effect as normal 
atomic bombs. They are “tactical” only insofar as they are applied not 
only to civilian residences, but also to ground troops. Every single tactical 
nuclear weapon has a similar effect to the first atom bomb which destroyed 
Hiroshima. Since tactical nuclear weapons are available in significant 
numbers their destructive effect is on the whole much larger. They are 
only “small” in comparison to recently developed bombs, principally the 
hydrogen bomb.

2) There is no natural limit for the development of life-threatening effects 
of strategic nuclear weapons. Today a tactical nuclear weapon can destroy 
a small city, and a hydrogen bomb can render an entire region such as the 
Ruhr Valley uninhabitable. Already today, one can probably wipe out the 
entire population of West Germany with the radioactivity from H-bombs. We 
know of no technical means to protect a large population from this threat.

We realize how difficult it is to foresee the political consequences of these 
facts. Since we are apolitical, no one expects us to do so. Our profession, i.e. 
pure science and its application, through which we bring many young peo-
ple into our fold, leaves us with the responsibility for the potential effects of 
these actions. Therefore we cannot remain silent to all political issues. We 
align ourselves with the freedom that the Western world represents against 
Communism. We cannot deny the fear of the H-bomb contributes to the 
maintenance of peace in the whole world, and freedom in part of the world. 

However this form of peace and freedom is in the long term untenable, and 
the collapse of this situation is potentially deadly. We have no expertise to 
make concrete political suggestions to the Superpowers. We believe that 
a small country such as West Germany is best protected, and world peace 
most assisted when nuclear weapons of any type are banned. In any case, 
none of the undersigned are prepared to participate in the creation, testing 
or deployment of any type of nuclear weapon. At the same time we feel it 
is extremely important that we continue to work together on the peaceful 
development of nuclear energy.

“

”
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DocumenT collecTions

Erklärung der 18 Atomwissenschaftler vom 12. April 1957 [Göttingen 
Manifesto]. A5. [3] pp. pamphlet.

corresPonDence anD memoranDum from the Volksbund für Frie-
den und Freiheit. [People’s League for Peace & Freedom]. This was 
a West German entity wholly financed by the United States Govern-
ment (and its spy agencies) to analyze communist propaganda and 
ensure the propagation of western propaganda in the Eastern Bloc. 
Two A4 original typed and signed letters to Dr. Paneth along with an 
[18] pp. summary of news articles on the Manifesto in the Eastern 
Bloc. The letters lead us to conclude that the People’s League was 
involved in editing the Manifesto prior to publication. Specifically, 
one letter discusses the intended impact of specific language in the 
Manifesto. This part of the Archive demonstrates efforts taken by 
the West to control the narrative of the Manifesto behind the Iron 
Curtain and opens the question of how politically independent the 
signers really were. 

collecTion of leTTers from the Vereinigung der Verfolgten des Na-
ziregimes [Union of Persecutees of the Nazi Regime]. April 17, 1957 
two-page original signed letter from resistance fighter Willi Höhn 
(1915-1981) on behalf of the Union to Dr. Paneth; along with a tele-
gram text from Andre Leroy (1913-1982) the General Secretary of the 
International Federation of Resistance Fighters; along with a May 15, 
1957 one-page A5 sized original signed letter from the Union to Dr. 
Paneth; along with a May 14, 1957 one-page original signed letter 
from the Union to Dr. Paneth. The letters present arguments connect-
ing the anti-Nazi movement to the anti-atomic movement. 

collecTion of original DocumenTs from the Komitee gegen Atom-
rüstung [Committee Against Nuclear Armament] pertaining to the 
July 5, 1958 Basel conference on nuclear disarmament that was 
banned by the Swiss government. 1958 three-page original signed 
letter from author Hans Werner Richter (1908-1993) in his capacity 
as president of the committee inviting Dr. Paneth to a July 5 and 6, 
1958 conference; along with a copy of a three-page “appeal to Eu-
ropean intellectuals” by philosopher Bertrand Russell (1872-1970) 
requesting participation in the 1958 conference; along with a form to 
RSVP and another form to request the invitation of additional parties.

small collecTion of TyPoscriPT DocumenTs from 1957 with 
detailed analysis on the social tragedy of modern physics by Otto 
Gütschow; [16] pp.

small collecTion of DocumenTs from astrologist and author Franz 
Eskau. [10] pp. A5; [6] pp. A4. The A4 sized documents pertain to the 
Göttingen Manifesto. Dates cover 1931, 1947, 1956 and 1957; along 
with a copy of a 1947 four-page letter to physicist and Nobel Prize 
laureate Dr. Max von Laue (1879-1960). This copy includes a notation 
that it was routed to physicist and Nobel Prize laureate Wolfgang 
Paul (1913-1993) for review. Most of the documents marked in red 
with a personal stamp from Eskau. One document in English. 

collecTion of DocumenTs from Aktionsgemeinschaft gegen die 
atomare Aufrüstung [Action Group against Atomic Weapons]. Four 
one-page original signed letters from April, May, and June 1958 from 
economist Dr. Franz Paul Schneider (1902-1970) on behalf of the 
Action Group to Dr. Paneth; an original invitation to a June 15, 1958 
speech on death through the atom bomb; a flyer on the formation of 
the action group; three issues of Wochenbericht der Aktionsgemein-
schaft gegen die atomare Aufrüstung, Nr. 1 with [4] pp., Nr. 3 with [8] 
pp., and Nr. 4  with [4] pp.; all from 1958. 

collecTion of DocumenTs from Ständiger Kongress aller Gegner der 
atomaren Aufrüstung der Bundesrepublik [Permanent congress of all 
opponents of nuclear armament in the Federal Republic of Germany]. 
[8] pp. A5 sized pamphlet; postcard and paystub; 16 pp. A4 sized 
newsletter Kongressdienst Nr. 1 from July 1958.

collecTion of DocumenTs from the Alliance of Germans, Party for 
Unity, Peace and Freedom, a now defunct political party of Germany. 
[12] pp. 1957 stapled typescript Unsere Meinung, setting forth the 
party’s position on atomic weapons; together with two one-page 
original signed letters from the party to Dr. Paneth, dated April 18, 
1957 and April 30, 1957.

collecTion of DocumenTs anD PublicaTions from the Japan 
Council Against A & H-Bombs. February 11, 1958 single-page 
typescript titled “Appeal for the Fourth World Conference Against 
Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs and for Disarmament”; along with 
August 1958 three-page typescript titled “Outline Program for the 
Fourth World Conference against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs and 
for Disarmament”; along with No more Hirosimas! [sp?] The News 
of Japan Council Against A & H Bombs. Sept. 21, 1957, 28 pp; along 
with No more Hirosimas! March 1958, 12 pp; along with two-page 
copy of a speech by Japanese physicist and Nobel Prize laureate Dr. 
Hideki Yukawi (1907-1981) entitled “Nuclear Testing is Everybody’s 
Business”; along with a return postcard to the council. All in English.

collecTion of DocumenTs from East German Pastor Ludwig Ro-
denberg. Weltgewissen oder Atomtod? [World Conscience or Atomic 
Death?], [3] pp. typescript of a speech; along with Atomare Bewaff-
nung auf deutschem Boden und die Evangelische Kirche in Deutsch-
land [Nuclear Weapons on German Soil and the Protestant Church in 
Germany], [2] pp. typescript of a speech (signed); along with Wohin 
1958? [Where to 1958?], [2] pp. typescript of a speech (signed, and 
with pencil notations likely by Dr. Paneth); along with post festum, 
a [3] pp. A5 sized pamphlet anti-atomic weapons authored by five 
pastors, including Rodenberg; along with a May 20, 1957 one-page 
A5 sized original signed letter from Rodenberg to Dr. Paneth. 

Three PamPhleTs pertaining to Gerhard Schröder’s (1910 – 1989) po-
sition that the discussion over Atomic weapons was undermined by 
communist infiltrators from East Germany. Schröder was Minister of 
the Department of Interior (not to be confused with the later Chancel-
lor of Germany with the same name). 

Bundesinnenminister Schröder: „Kommunisten infiltrieren die 
Atomaktion“. A4, [4] pp. 

Der Hintergrund der Volksbefragungskampagne. Sonderdruck 
aus Bulletin des Presse- und Informationsamtes der Bundesre-
gierung. June 1958. A4, [4] pp. 

Die innenpolitischen Voraussetzungen der Wiedervereinigung. 
Sonderdruck aus Bulletin des Presse- und Informationsamtes 
der Bundesregierung. June 1958. A4, [7] pp.

10
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sPeeches, arTicles, memoranDa corresPonDence
The Danger must not be minimized. Some Observations on Dr. 
Libby’s Report. Typescript of a 13 pp. article by Japanese physicist 
Tadayoshi Doke (1928-2013). Highly technical critical analysis of 
presentations given by Nobel Prize laureates Willard Frank Libby 
(1908-1980) and John Douglas Cockcroft (1897-1967) on the 
accumulation of radiation in humans. In English with minor pencil 
notations likely by Dr. Paneth; along with a September 5, 1957 one-
page cover letter from the Weltfriedensbewegung Friedenskomitee 
der Bundesrepublik Deutschland [World Peace Movement. Peace 
Committee of Germany] to Dr. Paneth informing him that Japanese 
philosopher (and survivor of the Hiroshima atomic blast) Ichiro 
Moritaki (1901-1994) had requested that they send this article on 
to him. 

Mahnung gegen die Vorbereitungen des Atomkrieges auf 
deutschem Gebiet [Warning against the Preparations of Atomic War 
on German Territory]. Souvenir copy of a 12 pp. A5 sized speech by 
applied physicist (with 600 patents) Manfred von Ardenne (1907-
1997). The speech was given on April 14, 1957; along with Manfred 
von Ardenne’s business card. 

sPeech on The resPonsibiliTy of science in the atomic age by 
physicist Dr. Carl Weizsäcker (1912-2007). Die Verantwortung der 
Wissenschaft im Atomzeitalter. 29. April 1957. Festvortrag von Prof. 
Dr. Carl Friedrich v. Weizsäcker. 22 pp. typescript. 

ebbinghaus, Dr. Julius (1885-1981). Die Verantwortung der 
Physiker und die atomaren Waffen. [Atomic Weapons and The Re-
sponsibility of Physicists] Original brochure; [6] pp. One of likely a 
very limited number of offprints out of: Studium Generale, 10. Jahrg., 
Heft 7, 1957. Possibly signed by philosopher Dr. Ebbinghaus. 

sePTember 2, 1957 Three-quarter page statement of Hedwig Born, 
the wife of physicist and Nobel Prize laureate Max Born (1882-
1970). Offprint from Deutsche Volkszeitung.

may 1957 ten-page position statement and legal analysis from the 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Demokratischer Juristen [Working Committee 
of Democratic Attorneys] on the Göttingen Manifesto; together with 
a May 9, 1957 original letter from the working group to Dr. Paneth.

may 4, 1957 anD July 29, 1957, 2  pp. position statements from the 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutscher Lehrerverbände [Working Commit-
tee of German Teachers]; together with Blatt des Obb. Kreislehrer-
vereins Nr. 5 from May 1955 with 10 pp.; includes an article on nu-
clear disarmament. 

aPril 28, 1957 two-page original signed A4 letter from Eva-Maria 
Adam to Dr. Paneth; along with a copy of a two-page letter (and re-
sponse) that she wrote in 1956 to Franz-Josef Strauß. Commentary 
from a well-informed member of the public arguing against atomic 
weapons.

Two original 1958 signeD leTTers from Edith Barwich to Dr. 
Paneth; along with copies of her letters to the United Nations argu-
ing against atomic weapons. Total of [15] pp. Copies of some letters 
in English. 

July 15, 1957 original signed A5 sized “thank you” letter from Hans 
A. de Boer (1925-2017) to Dr. Paneth. De Boer was a German pastor 
who forged baptism records for Jews so they could avoid internment.  

aPril 16, 1956 original signed A4 letter from tax advisor Heinrich 
Carstens to Dr. Paneth, supporting his efforts.

one original aPril 15, 1957 signeD Two-Page leTTer from Dipl.-
Ing. Ehrig, director of the City of Duisburg Municipal Utilities, to Dr. 
Paneth (marked in red [“Signature Required! Personal!”]). Discuss-
es concerns that nuclear power plant operators will be pressured by 
politicians to assist in the production of nuclear weapons. Includes 
a copy of a two-page letter (also marked [“Signature Required! Per-
sonal!”]) from Dipl.-Ing. Ehrig to the Organization of Electrical Power 
Companies expressing the same concerns. 

July 24, 1957 carbon copy (to Dr. Paneth) of a one-page letter from 
physicist and Nobel Prize laureate Dr. Otto Hahn (1879-1968) on 
Dr. Hahn’s original letterhead to Dr. Ulrich Noack wherein Dr. Hahn 
explains his resistance to making political motivated statements. 

may 29, 1957 two page original typed and signed letter from (pas-
tor?) Gustav Heimsath providing a Christian religious analysis 
against atomic weapons; plus [6] pp. typescript; plus 16 pp. A5 
sized pamphlet Waffen des Wortes Nr. 3, 1957.

aPril 15, 1957 original postcard from SPD politician Otto Kahler 
(1920-2008) to Dr. Paneth encouraging him to continue to follow 
his conscience; along with a 3”x 4” color photograph presumably of 
Kahler and Dr. Paneth.

february 23, 1958 one-page position statement on atomic weap-
ons of the Deutscher Frauenrat [National Council of German Wom-
en’s Organizations] along with two one-page original signed letters 
dated March 7, 1958 and April 26, 1957 from the national council to 
Dr. Paneth.  

July 6/7, 1957 [4] pp. position statement on disarmament of the 
German Club 1954 along with two related postcards.

January 1958 [4] pp. special print by the Deutscher Kulturtag [Ger-
man Culture Day] of physicist and Nobel prize laureate C.F. Powell’s 
(1903-1969) 1958 New Year’s speech, with pencil underlines and 
question marks presumably by Dr. Paneth. 

aPril 27, 1957 speech from politician Reinhold Maier (1889-1971) 
Meinungsfreiheit und Staatsallmacht im Atomstreit. [“Freedom of 
Speech and Government Power in Atomic Conflicts”]. 9 pp. type-
script; along with an April 26, 1957 original signed one-page letter 
from the Freie Demokratische Partei [FDP Party] to Dr. Paneth. 

January 18, 1958 13 pp. typescript of an article by Fritz H.K. Schulz, 
Wer schweigt, stimmt bei! Atomrüstung – der Anfang vom unaus-
denkbaren Ende [He who is silent, consents! Nuclear Armament – 
the Beginning of an Inconceivable End].

Küchenhoff, erich (1922-2008) Die Wissenschaftler und das 
Grundgesetz [Scientists and the German Constitution]. [2] pp. re-
print from Westdeutsches Tageblatt [1957]. Argues that atomic 
weapons in Germany violate the German constitution. Küchenhoff 
was a law professor and politician.
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Japanese physicist critical of U.S. ReportsJapan council against A & H-Bombs

https://www.funkebooks.com/shop.php#!/The-Paneth-Archive/p/376064816/category=0
https://www.funkebooks.com/shop.php#!/The-Paneth-Archive/p/376064816/category=0


corresPonDence (conTinueD)

June 15, 1957 typescript (with original signature) four-page A5 sized 
letter from Friedel Ledwohn, the wife of prominent trade unionist 
and Communist Party official Josef Ledwohn (1907-2003) to Dr. 
Paneth describing her husband’s anti-atomic weapons position. 

easTer 1957 typescript three-page letter from noted pacifist and au-
thor Otto Lehmann-Rußbüldt (1873-1964) to the 18 scientists with 
a detailed analysis on the history of arm races and their destructive 
impact on humanity; together with a flyer on Lehmann-Rußbüldt’s 
book Wie gewinnen wir den Frieden? [How do we win Peace?]

may 7, 1957 two-page original signed letter from philosopher and 
author Dr. phil. Eugen Mayer to the 18 scientists with a detailed 
review of Schopenhauer’s philosophy as would apply to nuclear 
weapons; along with a copy of Dr. Paneth’s May 22, 1957 response 
agreeing with his existential and philosophical analysis.

aPril 18, 1957 one-page original signed letter from meteorologist 
and geophysicist Dr. Fritz Möller (1906-1983) to Dr. Paneth offering 
his full support.

may 1, 1957 three-quarter page original signed letter from author 
Marissa von der Osten (1887-1971) to Dr. Paneth in support of his 
efforts.

may 12, 1957 one-page original signed letter from Dr. Hans Schenck 
to Dr. Paneth. Stating that he is writing upon the recommendation of 
physicist Max Born (1882-1970); discusses the efforts of Japanese 
scientist Yasushi Nishiwaki (1917-2011) and the nuclear testing 
at Bikini Atoll by the United States; discusses the efforts of theo-
retical physicist Karl Bechert (1901-1981); along with a four-page 
pamphlet in English written by Dr. Schenck; along with Dr. Paneth’s 
summary of his telephone conversation in response to Dr. Schenck. 

aPril 19, 1957 two-page hand-written original letter from Rudolf 
Spranger to Dr. Paneth.

aPril 23, 1957 one-page original signed letter from the Arbeits-
gemeinschaft für Landwirtshaft u. Weinbau Rheinland-Pfalz [Work-
ing Committee of Farmers and Vintners Rheinland-Pfalz].

June 19, 1957 one-page original signed letter from the Bund der 
Flieger- und Kriegsgeschädigten Evakuierten und Währungsgeschä-
digten [Association of Airmen and War Victims, Evacuees and Cur-
rency Victims] to Dr. Paneth with their resolution to join in the posi-
tion of the 18 scientists. 
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aPril 13, 1957 one-page original stamped letter from Kulturbund zur 
Demokratischen Erneuerung Deutschlands [Cultural Organization 
for the Democratic Renewal of Germany] to Dr. Paneth. The orga-
nization was formed by the Soviet Military Administration District 
in what was to become East Germany; along with an April 18, 1957 
one-page A5 sized original signed letter from orchestra conductor 
Horst-Tanu Margraf (1903-1978) on behalf of the organization to Dr. 
Paneth. 

aPril 17, 1957 one-page A5 sized original signed letter from East 
German botanist Dr. Heinrich Borriss (1909-1985) in his capacity as 
President of the University of Greifswald to Dr. Paneth; along with 
a one-page position statement of the University in support of the 
efforts of the 18 scientists. 

June 7, 1957 two-page letter from the Committee on Science & Free-
dom (of which Otto Hahn was a sponsor); along with an April 15, 
1957 three-page “Vice-Chancellor’s Statement on Apartheid”. In 
English. One of the very few documents in the Archive not directly 
related to atomic weapons. 

July 8, 1958 one-page original signed letter from Japanese Profes-
sor Kankuro Kaneshige (1899- fl. 1967) in his capacity as President 
of the Science Council of Japan to Dr. Paneth; along with a one-page 
April 18, 1958 “Appeal to Scientists throughout the World on Pro-
hibition of Testing Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs” adopted by the 
Science Council of Japan at its 26th General Meeting. In English.   

June 1, 1957 one-page original hand-written letter by British math-
ematician and first professor of mathematics at the London School 
of Economics, Albert Cyril Offord (1906-2000) in his capacity as 
Secretary of Science for Peace to Dr. Paneth. In English. 

June 25, 1957 one-page original signed letter by American physicist 
William T. Scott (1916-1999) in his capacity as President of the So-
ciety for Social Responsibility in Science to Dr. Paneth; along with 
SSRS Newsletter No. 61, May 1957, [4] pp. with lead article entitled 
“German Government Changes its Mind, will not ask Scientists to 
Produce Nuclear Weapons” (with pencil underlines presumably by 
Dr. Paneth); along with a tri-folded single-page brochure on the So-
ciety. All in English. 

may 15, 1957 one-page original signed letter from the Deutsche An-
gestellten-Gewerkschaft Hamburg [German Employee’s Labor Union 
Hamburg] to Dr. Paneth; along with Der Angestellte, Nr. 5, May 1957, 
[28] pp. with an article against war and destruction. 

aPril 16, 1957 one-page original signed letter from the Deutsche 
Jugend-Gemeinschaft [German Youth Association] to Dr. Paneth in 
support of his efforts; along with a copy of Dr. Paneth’s response.

July 10, 1957 one-page original signed letter from Gemeinschafts-
hilfe Freier Wohlfahrtsverband [Community Aid and Welfare Associ-
ation] to Dr. Paneth; along with two A5 flyers from the association 
regarding atomic weapons. 

aPril 20, 1957 one-page original signed letter from Industriege-
werkschaft Bau Steine Erden [Industrial Union for Construction, 
Stone & Earth] to Dr. Paneth; along with a copy of his response.

aPril 19, 1957 one-page original letter from the Zentralkomitee 
Kommunistische Partei Deutschland [Central Committee, Commu-
nist Party of Germany] to Dr. Paneth in support of the 18 scientists.

aPril 18, 1957 one-page original signed letter from the Landes-
friedenskomitee Bayern [State Freedom Committee, Bavaria] to Dr. 
Paneth  in support of the 18 scientists.

aPril 17, 1957 one-page original signed letter from Die Tat. Wochen-
zeitung der Widerstandskämpfer gegen Faschismus und Militaris-
mus. [The Act. Weekly Newspaper of Resistance Fighters against 
Fascism and Militarism] to Dr. Paneth.

may 20, 1957 two-page typescript letter from Verband der Kriegs-
beschädigten, Kriegshinterbliebenen und Sozialrentner Deutsch-
lands. [Association of War Invalids, War Survivors and Social Pen-
sioners of Germany] to the 18 scientists. 

aPril 27, 1957 four-page typescript letter from Deutscher Friedensrat 
[German Peace Council] to [“All those opposed to war in Germany”]. 
Explains the opposition of eight East German Bishops to nuclear 
weapons. The council was established and controlled by East 
Germany’s ruling party and was primarily involved in the opposition 
to NATO. 

aPril 17, 1957 one-page original signed letter from chairman Dr. 
Berner on behalf of the Deutsches Rotes Kreuz, Bezirk Dresden 
[German Red Cross, District Dresden] to Dr. Paneth.



aDDiTional iTems
aPril 16, 1957 two-page poem Mannesmut vorm Kanzlerthrone by 
Jaspar Tönies on the “chain reaction” caused by the 18 scientists. 

Three unDaTeD DocumenTs from the Arbeitskreis für angewandte 
Anthropologie [Working Committee for Applied Anthropology].

Information der Deutschen Begegnung, Nr. 2, 1958, [6] pp.

Die Stimme des Volkes, Nr. 4, April 1958, 8 pp. Includes article and 
poem on atomic weapons.

Bulletin des “Fränkischen Kreises”, Nr. 7, March 1958, [12] pp. & Nr. 
8, May 1958, [8] pp; with numerous articles on the efforts of the 18 
scientists. 

Current Digest on Atomic Danger, Digest Series I, August-September 
1957, [4] pp. A5 publication advertisement from the International In-
stitute for Peace; along with a one-page form letter from the pub-
lisher. Pamphlet in English; letter in German.

unDaTeD single Page flyer from Kampfbund gegen Atomschäden 
[Organization against Atomic Damages] seeking volunteers to visit 
atomic test sites.

inviTaTion (with program schedule) to the 10-year anniversary of 
the Welt-Organisation der Mütter aller Nationen [World Organiza-
tion of Mothers of all Nations] (W.O.M.A.N) to be held on June 27-29, 
1958 in Hamburg.

Tagung der Akademie der Wissenschaft der UdSSR. Über die fried-
liche Ausnutzung der Atomenergie. [Meeting of the Academy of Sci-
ence of the Soviet Union. On the Peaceful use of Atomic Energy] July 
1-5, 1955. [4] pp. A5 sized advertising pamphlet. 

Two 1957 PublicaTions from Berlin based Arbeitskreis für Zeitge-
schehen [Working Group for Current Affairs]. Friedensmanifest der 
kommunistischen Arbeiterparteien [Peace Manifesto of the Commu-
nist Worker Parties], 12 pp. Warum und wie wurde Westdeutschland 
abgespalten? [Why and how was West Germany split off?], 8 pp. The 
publications discuss NATO and disarmament.

newsPaPer Ruf und Echo, Nr. 5, May 1957, 8 pp; with lead article 
about the 18 scientists; along with advertising letter and postcard 
from the publisher. 
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Atombewaffnung oder Rapacki-Plan? [Atomic Armament or Rapacki-
Plan?]. Munich: Landesfriedenskomitee Bayern, [1958?]. 210 x 150 
mm (8 by 6 inches). Pamphlet; 18 pp. About the plan named after 
Polish Foreign Minister Adam Rapacki (1909-1970) who proposed 
the establishment of a nuclear free zone in central Europe.

Der Europäische Osten [The European East] Nr. 6. Munich: Edmund 
von Gordon (publisher), June 1958. 240 x 170 mm (9 ½ by 6 ½ inch-
es). Original printed wrappers; [64] pp. Creased spine.  

newsPaPer Welt ohne Krieg [World without War] Nr. 2 & 3, 8 pp. 
each, 1957; with numerous articles on the 18 scientists.  
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